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THE DIVERGENT PATHS
OF FREMONT'S "THREE MARSHALLS"

HARVEY L. CARTER

IT

WAS after dark on Sunday, January 20, 1849, that two gaunt
and weary riders rode into Taos, New Mexico, from the snowcovered San Luis Valley of Colorado. For two months they had
battled without avail to force a passage over the Continental Divide
along the direct line of the 38th parallel. Now they had abandoned
the struggle with the elements and had ridden south for help to
rescue the disorganized and demoralized remnants of the expedition that had hoped to find a direct westward route for a railroad
from St. Louis to San Francisco. The older of the two men was
thirty-seven. His full beard did not conceal the fatigue of body ,~md
dejection of mind that were evident in his face. His companion, a
handsome and well-built man of thirty, retained his usual energy
of manner and debonair attitude, despite the discouraging circumstances under which he and his leader found themselves at the
moment.
The leader was, of cour~e, John C. Fremont, whose glamorous
career had received a sudden check just a year earlier as a result of
his conviction by a court-martial for his refusal to recognize the
authority of General S. W. Kearny in California during the Mexican War. Resigning from the army, he,had attempted to refurbish
his reputation by organizing with private funds a fourth exploration, which had now ended disastrously.1 His companion was
Alexander Godey, veteran of two previous expeditions under Fremont and soon to be recognized as the unquestioned hero of the
hour for his rescue of the starving and freezing men left stranded
along the upper Rio Grande. Nothing ever discouraged or daunted

t. .
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Codey; he was a man who never lost his cool. On the day after their
arrival in Taos, he would be riding back, with thirty mules laden
with provisions supplied by the army, in time to succor the men
in the San Luis Valley and escort them safely to Taos. He was one
of the three men of whom Fremont said, many years later when he
wrote his memoirs, "under Napoleon, [they] might have become
Marshalls, chosen as he chose men."2
On that cold night in January, when Codey rode with Fremont
into Taos, the other two men of that famous trio were sitting snug
and wann in Carlos Beaubien's store, talking to Beaubien's son-inlaw, Lucien Maxwell, who was himself a member of Fremont's
First and Third Expeditions. One of them was the renowned Kit
Carson, who had guided for Fremont on all three of his previous
expeditions and who had catapulted to fame as a result of the publicity given to his exploits. The other was Richard Owens, who had
joined Fremont's Third Expedition at Carson's invitation and who
had become the Captain of Company A of the California Battalion
of Mounted Riflemen during the Mexican War. So changed was
Fremont, as a result of the hardships of his last two months, that
when he came into Beaubien's store, Owens did not recognize
him. s Maxwell, however, knew him despite the change, and soon
Fremont was taking his ease at Carson's house, while Codey was
engaged upon his rescue work. When this was finally completed,
Fremont and Codey, with those of the Fourth Expedition who felt
physically able and desired to continue their journey, set out for
California by a southerly route on February 13, 1849. Carson and
Owens rode with them as far as Santa Fe. This was the last time
that Fremont's "three Marshalls" were together, although their
past association had extended over a period of some fourteen years.
Fremont, during his stay in Taos, had exerted himself toward
the goal of keeping the three together by endeavoring to persuade
them all to join their fortunes with his own. Together they would
develop the riches of his great Mariposa mining claim and cast
their lot with the rising new state of California. Apparently he had
persuaded Owens, for he wrote to his wife one week after his
arrival in Taos, "Owens goes to Missouri in April to get married
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and thence by water to California." Nor had his arguments been
without their effect on Carson, for he added, "Carson is very
anxious to go there with me now, and afterwards remove his family
thither, buthe cannot decide to break off from Maxwell and family
connections."4 As it turned out, Owens did not marry in Missouri
and never returned to California. Carson sent his younger brother
Lindsay along with Fremont, and he and Maxwell drove a large
herd of sheep there four years later, but he never settled there.
Only Codey settled in the new state. The individuals who composed Fremont's famous trio were to follow divergent paths from
1849 to the ends of their lives. Fate had brought them together and
it was also fated that they should drift apart.
The careers of the three "Marshalls" exemplify in a most admirable way the choices that were open to all of the old-time
Mountain Men, of whom they are such conspicuous examples.
When the days of beaver trapping in the mountains ended and the
yearly reridezvous was no longer held, there were only three choices
to be made. They could press on to settle in Oregon or California,
go back to "the States" and seek to rejoin their families, or stay in
the mountains and try to eke out a living there. In 184 I all three
men, Codey, Owens, and Carson, had chosen the last alternative
and, aided by their association with Fremont, had continued with
it until 1849. Forced to choose again in 1849, each man chose his
separate way.
Let us briefly survey the lives of these men before 1849 and,
when that has been done, let us examine what is known about
their lives after that time. Such a review may enable us to determine which of the three paths available to the Mountain Men was
the easiest and which was the most difficult to follow, not only for
the three with whom we are concerned but perhaps for other members of that vanished vanguard of advancing American civilization..

CODEY was a St. Louis creole by birth. In his memoirs Carson tells
of trapping with Antoine Codey in the spring of 1836.5 His later
references toCodey as a member of Fremont's Second Expedition
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are made without use of a first name. Fremont tells of his employment of Alexander Codey as the Second Expedition prepared to
leave Fort St. Vrain in 1843 and says that he had spent six or seven
years as a trapper and hunter in the mountains. It has always been
assumed that Antoine and Alexander Codey were one and the
same person and it seems fairly certain that this is the case, despite
the lack of positive proof. The St. Louis Cathedral baptismal
records show that Antoine Coder, son of Jean Baptiste Coder and
Eleanore Ladouceur, his wife, was baptized on April 5, 18 I 9. His
birth is recorded as having occurred on December 2, 1818. His
godparents were Antoine Coder and Emilie Derouin but no
middle name or initial is recorded. No other A. Coder is listed in
the St. Louis Cathedral Records index, so this must be taken as
strong evidence that Antoine and Alexander Codey are identica1. 6
In the ledgers kept by Nathaniel Wyeth's Columbia River
Navigation and Fishing Company at Fort Hall, the first entry
under the name of Antoine Codar (sometimes spelled Coda) is
dated February 9, 1835, but a balance is brought forward for previous transactions, which makes it seem very likely that Codey first
came to the mountains as a trapper with Wyeth in 1834, at which
time he would have been but fifteen years of age. The account
makes it clear that despite his youth Codey was not only an active
trapper but a most successful hunter, who supplied meat to Fort
Hall very regularly. For a buffalo or an elk he was paid six dollars;
for a deer or an antelope, three dollars. The absence of any account
entries for either Codey or Carson from December 25, 1835, to
May 10, 1836, corresponds to the period during which they made
a spring hunt on the Humboldt River in the employment of
Thomas McKay of the Hudson's Bay Company.7 Codey was
employed as a hunter at Fort St. Vrain when he joined Fremont,8
Doubtless Carson was able to vouch for his skill and experience
when Fremont employed him.
Along with Carson, Codey became the hero of the most celebrated exploit of Fremont's Second Expedition, when they volunteered to pursue some thieving Indians in the Mojave Desert and
came in with two scalps.9 Fremont said of Codey, "In courage and

Codey as a young man soon
after he settled in California
(F. F. Latta, Godey in Kern County)

Codey ca. 1878
(Century Magazine, 189 I)

Kit Carson in 1861
Ross Collection, San Antonio, Texas
Courtesy Mary Lund Settle

Kit Carson in 1868
From a photograph preserved in the Fremont family
Courtesy Donald E. Jackson and Mary Lee Spence

Only known likeness of Owens
actat. 75 or 80
Courtesy Bessie A. White and
Richard F. Owings

Grave of Owens in
Circleville, Kansas
Courtesy C. M. Geis
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professional skill he was a formidable rival to Carson, and constantly afterwards was among the best and most efficient of the
party, and in difficult situations was of incalculable value." He also
referred to Codey as "insensible to danger" and to his qualities of
"perfect coolness and stubborn resolution." Again he referred to
"his distinguishing qualities of resolute and aggressive courage"
and further noted that "quick in deciding and prompt in acting, he
also ha,d the French elan and their gayety of courage."
Codey became First Lieutenant in Company A of Fremont's
California Battalion of Mounted RiRemen and accompanied him to
Washington but was not required to testify at the court-martial. H )
Apparently Codey did not continue long in Fremont's employ
after their return to California in 1849, although Fremont stated
that it was Codey who found the first hard rock gold specimens on
his Mariposa property. It is known that he operated a ferry on the
San Joaquin River near Firebaugh, California, during 185 I and
1852 and that he guided the Williamson Railroad Survey Party
in the Kern River country in 1853.11 He seems to have been a
resident of Los Angeles when, during Fremont's presidential campaign in 1856, he was interviewed and dictated a letter defending
Fremont. against various charges made against him concerning
failure of the Fourth Expedition and other matters. 12 Probably
through his friendship with Edward Fitzgerald Beale he was appointed Superintendent of Indian Affairs on the Tejon Reservation in 1862 but kept the position only two years because of disagreements with the California militia. 13 About 1865, when Beale
began his great El Tejon Ranch operation, Codey squatted on a
ranch in the Upper Cuyama Valley, title to which had been refused by the courts to the Latiallade family who claimed it. Here
he lived as a cattle rancher until 1879, when the Latiallade heirs
made good their claim. At that time he sold his cattle and left
wi~hout protest, and without attempting to collect for improvements he had made. He established himself on a smaller ranch
property that he owned at San Emigdio but, in 1884, he moved
from there to a tract that he bought near Bakersfield, known as
Belmont Crove. 14 It is known that he owned other property near
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San Jose and that he applied for and received military bounty lands
for his Mexican War service, in addition to his pension. 15
Godey had three sons by three different women with whom he
had common-law connections. The eldest was Andres Godey
(1853-1877), whose mother, Altagracia from San Fernando, left
Godey after a few years. Andres did not get on well with his father
and went to £1 Paso, Texas, in 1877 where he soon died of a fever.
The second, Alexander Godey, Jr. (1857-1877), died of tuberculosis while attending Santa Clara College. His mother, called Dona
China, had died earlier at Cuyama. The third, Antonio Godey
(1868-1888), was the son of Soledad Cota, from Spain, who left
Godey and remarried in San Francisco. Antonio went to Arizona
and died in Tucson.
Godey's fourth marriage, a legal one, was with Maria Antonia
Coronel of Los Angeles. It occurred in 1862 and ended in divorce,
May 20, 1869. Godey is reported to have settled $10,000 in gold
and some Los Angeles property on her at the time. His last wife
was also a legal one. Morella Jiminez, who was but twenty-one
when Godey died, inherited his property.16
Godey's death occurred somewhat unexpectedly on January 19,
1889, at the Sisters Hospital in Los Angeles, whither he had gone
for treatment only three days earlier. He was buried in the Union
Cemetery at Bakersfield. The Kern County Californian devoted
a full column to reporting his death and reviewing his career with
Fremont. Linking his name with that of Carson, it correctly concluded, "Their like will never be seen again within our national
limits because the conditions which developed them are no
more."17
Although Godey became a successful cattleman in California, it
cannot be said that he ever changed the pattern of his earlier days.
His marriages were with Mexican women, and in occupying himself with cattle raising he was identifying with the old California
that existed before the American period. He was courteous and
hospitable, generous and kind, so long as he could go his own way.
His marriages were not very successful because he was never faithful to one woman. Women were his only weakness, however, for

CARTER: FREMONT'S "THREE MARSHALLS"

11

he never drank or gambled to excess. His relations with Mexican
and Indian employees were generally good. 18 He kept in close
touch with General Beale over the years and, when Fremont visited
California in 1886, Godey traveled with him from San Francisco
to Los Angeles.
Moderately tall, extremely handsome, with piercing dark eyes
and curly black hair, he was a commanding figure to the end. But
he was a figure out of the past and, though he accepted the changes
that time brought to California, he was never a part of them. So
much was he the representative of a bygone age that despite his
good physical condition and his remarkable memory, many who
knew him well believed him to be twenty years older than his
actual age.
'

TURNING our attention to Richard Owens, it must be observed that
until now very little has been known of his car~er except for information given by Fremont and Carson in their memoirs. 19 His
full name was Richard Lemon O~ings and he was the oldest child
of Richard Owings, of Baltimore County, Maryland, where he was
born October 14,,1812. 20 His parents moved to Ohio when he was
but a year and a halfold. 21 They settled on a farm near Zanesville,
Ohio, where three girls and three boys were born to them. 22 At the
age of sixteen Dick Owens was apprenticed to a gunsmith named
Ross. By the time he was twenty-one, he could not only make a
Rintlock riRe but he had become.an expert shot with one, killing his
first deer and his first bear in the wooded hills around Zanesville.
In 1834 Caleb Wilkins returned to Zanesville and fired the imagination of Dick Owens with tales of trapping and hunting in the
Rocky Mountains. 23
Wilkins and Owens took a boat at Marietta, traveled down the
Ohio to St. Louis and up the Missouri to Independence, arriving
there in April 1834. There they hired to Nathaniel Wyeth, who
was outfitting his second expedition to the mountains. Owens was
to receive $250 for eighteen months, with food and horses provided
but he was to furnish his own gun and clothing. He had brought

12

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW XLVIII: 1 1973

with him a riRe of his own make, which he retained during all
the years that he remained in the west. 24
After the establishment of Fort Hall, Owens and others accompanied Wyeth to Fort Walla Walla and returned to Fort Hall during the winter under Captain Joseph Thing, who had been hired
by Wyeth in Oregon. In the spring of 1835, Captain Thing took
eighteen men on an expedition to establish relations with the
friendly Flatheads and Nez Perces on Salmon River, and Owens
got his first experience of Indian fighting. It was a rough introduction, for after passing through Day's Defile, they were forced to
alter the course of their journey by hostile Blackfeet. While
camped on Bitter Root River they were attacked by two large bands
of Blackfeet. Fortunately, the Blackfeet were armed chieRy with
bows and arrows so, with the help of the friendly Indians, they
were repelled. But the trappers lost all their trade goods and had to
return to Fort Hall. 25
That fall, Owens was wounded in another fight, when the
Blackfeet attacked a trapping party under Joseph Gale at Pierre's
Hole. The Indians fired from brush at the trappers who were on
open prairie. Owens got a ball in the shinbone, one through the calf,
and one through the thigh, all on the same leg, and an arrow in
the other foot. It was about a month after this that Owens and
Carson met for the first time. Owens was still on crutches. 26
The Fort Hall account books contain the account ofLemmon
Owens for the period from December 20, 1834, to February 20,
1836, and with the knowledge that Lemon was Richard Owens'
middle name we may safely assume that the account was his. On two
or three occasions he bought half of a pack of playing cards, some
other trapper paying for the other half. Purchases of tobacco were
frequent but liquor was bought only occasionally and in small
amounts. The purchase of small quantities of beads and calico may
indicate that he had an interest in some of the Indian women. On
February 20, 1836, he outfitted himself for trapping on his own by
purchases of a horse, $70; six beaver traps, $72; a 3 point white
blanket, $15.50; a green capote, $20; and supplies of powder,
percussion caps, fusil balls, tobacco, and Rour. 27
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Just where Owens operated as a free trapper is not precisely
known but an Owens was at Fort St. Vrain in May 1837 and at
the Powder River Camp of Lucien Fontenelle in February 1838.28
In the spring of 1839 Carson and Owens trapped the Black Hills
of the Laramie River region. 29 In August they encountered Doc
Newell and other trappers "on muddy of Black's fork" and they all
went to Brown's Hole in November to spend the winter at Fort
Davy Crockett. 30 While here Owens joined Philip Thompson, Bill
New, Levin Mitchell and others in stealing horses from the Shoshones and later from California. 31 Carson, Doc Newell, Joe Meek,
and others did not approve of this and endeavored unsuccessfully
to prevent it. It seems to have made no difference in the friendship
of Carson and Owens, however, although they did not leave Fort
Davy Crockett at the same time. Carson came to Bent's Fort in
1841,32 and around the same time Owens established himself on
Greenhorn Creek, south of Pueblo, Colorado. John Brown, who
had a store there, tells us that Owens had an Indian wife and at
least two children while at Greenhorn. 33
It was during his years at Greenhorn, sometime between 184 I
and 1845, that Owens and John Burroughs, a trapper he had
known at Fort Hall, had their desperate encounter with a grizzly
bear, of which Dick Wootton has left us a vivid account. On suddenly meeting the bear, both men fired at him and both missed.
The only tree available was a scraggy cedar. Dropping their guns
both men ran for the tree. Owens was ahead and made it to temporary safety but the bear pulled Burroughs down and mauled him
severely. Then, leaving Burroughs for dead, the bear went for
Owens in the tree. He defended himself as best he could with a
hunting knife. Meanwhile, Burroughs crawled to his gun, got it
reloaded and finally was able to put a ball into the bear's body
without hitting Owens. The bear had. Owens' left hand in· hi?
mouth at the time and fell to the ground taking some fingers with
him. Both men recovered well but bore the evidence of their fight
with the bear for the rest of their lives. 34
Meanwhile, Carson guided Fremont on his first and second expeditions. Between the two he reestablished his association with
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Owens, and married Josepha Jaramillo in Taos. In the spring of
1845 Carson and Owens "decided they had rambled long enough."
They bought some land from Lucien Maxwell near Cimarron,
New Mexico, and started farming. In August, upon receiving word
of Fremont's third expedition, they sold out and both joined him. 35
Both Carson and Codey accompanied three of Fremont's expeditions but Owens was with only the third expedition. 36 This being
the case, it is clear that Owens impressed Fremont very greatly, for
within a very short time he ranked Owens with the other two and
continued to think of him in such terms for the rest of his life. Of
Owens, Fremont wrote, "That Owens was a good man it is enough
to say that he and Carson were friends. Cool, brave, and of good
judgment; a good hunter and good shot; experienced in mountain
life; he was an acquisition and proved valuable throughout the
campaign." Again he wrote of Owens as "Equal in courage to the
others, and in coolness to Codey, [he] had the coup d'oeil of a chess
player, covering the whole field with a glance that sees the best
move."37
Owens became Captain of Company A of the California Battalion of Mounted Riflemen when it was formed and later had
charge of the artillery which was captured from the Mexicans. 3s
Fremont named the Owens Valley and River for him even though
Owens was not with the detachment of the third expedition that explored it. 39 Other exploits of Owens and Carson with this expedition need not concern us here. Like Godey, Owens accompanied
Fremont to Washington but was not required to testify. On his way
back to Taos in 1848, Owens was entertained for a week at Senator
William Benton's home in St. Louis. 40
In 1849, that year of decision for Fremont's "three marshalls/
Owens' choice was the opposite of that made by Godey. In fact,
it was the opposite to that made by several thousand Americans.
Eighteen forty-nine was the year when everyone seemed to be heading for California, lured by the report of the gold discovery there.
Owens, however, traveled east. True it is that he seems to have
started west, for we find that on June 22, 1849, he was engaged at
Pueblo, Colorado, to guide a pack train of gold seekers that had
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split off from a wagon train. He was to be paid seven dollars a day,
and he promised to take them to the diggings in sixty days.41 It is
possible that he did guide them to Fort Bridger, but some~here
before they got to California, Owens, for reasons unknown, seems
to have taken the back trail to the States. It may have been the girl
he planned to marry in St. Louis who was the magnet that drew
him in that direction. Or it may have been a desire to see his family.
He was probably aware that they had moved from Ohio to Delaware County, Indiana. He may have known of the death of his
mother sometime prior to 1850.42 At any rate, he seems to have returned to his family at this time.
The next certain knowledge of him that we have is that of his
marriage on March 5, 1854, to Emily Miller of Marion, Indiana. 43
The ceremony took place near Marion and was performed by the
Reverend Charles Smith. It is probable that they lived for some
years after that near Sweetser, Indiana, a few miles west of Marion
and that Owens became a farmer. 44 Here their two older sons,
Richard L. and Nathan A. Owings were born, but before the end
of the Civil War, in which Owens took no part, the family moved
to Iowa, where a third son, William ,Franklin Owings was born in
1865. In 1872, Owens moved once more, settling this time near
Circleville, Jackson County, Kansas. 45
The later years of Dick Owens were uneventful. He seldom
talked .about his early adventures in the Rocky Mountains.
In his old age he reverted to the ways of his youth and repaired guns, did some hunting as long as he could, would locate a
bee tree in the woods and sell the honey. He did not farm very extensively and it is probable that his early life was a detriment to
his becoming a successful farmer. He was erect and alert to an
advanced age. 46 His neighbors respected him for his honesty and
his warm friendship, but it is clear that, even more than Codey, he
was regarded as a relic of a remote past, which his younger contemporaries could only comprehend with difficulty. The obituary
notice in the county seat's newspaper was a lengthy one, prepared
in part on the basis of an interview before his death on June II,
1902. It concluded, "He never accumulated much property or held
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any high official position, but no estimate or value can be placed
on the work he did as a pioneer in helping to bring to the attention
of the world a great, vast unknown expanse of country that today
is thickly settled and blooms as a garden."47 Owens had outlived all
of the Mountain Men he had known in early life and of those associates from that early time only Jessie Benton Fremont outlived
him, by six months. That indomitable lady had written of Carson's
last difficult days, she had known of Codey's death and kept the
knowledge from her ailing husband till his birthday had passed,
but she was not aware of Owens' death for he had made a complete
break with his past in 1849, and maintained it for more than half
a century.

THE THIRD and most celebrated member of Fremont's trio, Kit
Carson, was the oldest of the group, having been born in Madison
County, Kentucky, on December 24, 18°9. He grew up in Missouri, where the Carson family, paralleling the Owens family, had
moved when he was about a year and a half old. At sixteen he ran
off from the saddler to whom he had been apprenticed and made
his way to Santa Fe with a wagon train. In the employ of Ewing
Young he became a trapper and went all the way to California and
back in 1829-1831. After that he trapped for various outfits or for
himself in the Rockies until it was no longer possible to make a
living at it. At a chance encounter with Fremont in 1842, he recommended himself as a guide and got the job. Fremont admired the
energetic and competent little frontiersman tremendously and so
described him in his reports that the dime novelists appropriated
him as a character in their works and he achieved a fame that only
a few people ever attain. By 1849 his name was a household word,
synonymous with fearless daring and thorough knowledge of the
American Far West wherever these subjects were topics of conversation. 48
Carson's choice in 1849 was to remain where he was. This was
to follow the easiest way, the path of least resistance, but it proved
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to be the best choice in the end. Carson, unlike Godey and Owens,
had married before 1849. His wife's home and her relatives were
in Taos; Carson's good friend Maxwell was also there; and Carson
himself chose to stay and make Taos his home rather than try to
persuade his wife to move to California.
For four years he worked for Maxwell or in association with
him, farming at Rayado, bringing out goods from Kansas City,
trapping the Colorado Rockies, and driving sheep to California.
Then in 1854 he became Indian Agent for the Ute, a job he retained until 1861. When the Indians were peaceful, they came
into Taos and received their supplies. When they were hostile,
Carson acted as a scout for the various army detachments that dealt
with them. It can be said he was a better than average Indian
Agent, but it must be remembered that the average was not high.
In 1856 Jesse Turley persuaded him to write his memoirs, in the
hope of cashing in on his widespread fame. He dictated them to his
secretary, John Mostin, and Turley placed the manuscript in the
hands of Dr. D. C. Peters, who used it as the basis for his wellknown biography of Carson. The result was added fame for Carson,
but no financial returns for either him or Turley. 49
When the Civil War began, Carson became Colonel of the First
New Mexico Volunteers and saw action during the Confederate
invasion of New Mexico that earned him a brevet rank of Brigadier
General of Volunteers. During 1863-1864, he conducted an efficient campaign against the Navajo under the direction of Major
General James H. Carleton, and in the fall of 1864 he fought an
effective battle against the Kiowa and Comanche at Adobe Walls. 50
For about a year he had command of Fort Garland, 186671867,
but resigned his commission to settle at Boggsville, Colorado,
where he became Superintendent of Indian Affairs for Colorado
Territory. Troubled by an increasingly serious bronchial condition,
he went East in early 1868, partly on business for the Ute and
partly to consult medical men about his own health. While in
Washington he visited his old friends the Fn§monts. His Indian
business was concluded successfully, but he could get no help or
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hope for his own condition. His wife died in childbirth two days
after he reached home, and he died a month later, May 23, 1868,
at Fort Lyon, of an aneurism of the aorta.51

THE SITUATION of Fremont's "three marshalls" in 1849 was that of
men who had led active lives of adventure in their early years,
winning fame but little financial reward. The problem was whether
they could continue to enjoy the adventurous life and keep the
fame it brought and, at the same time, to achieve financial success.
If so, where and how could this best be done? If not, which of the
three was to be given up in order to achieve the goal most desired?52
Godey chose to go with the advancing frontier. We may judge
that to him a free and easy life of adventure with few restraints was
most important. He was able to find such a life in the cattle ranching he undertook in the new environment. He never lacked for
money and left some property but had no descendants who lived to
benefit from it. His fame he allowed to decline. It meant little to
him. He maintained his old contacts to some extent, but he did not
bother to make new ones that would keep his fame alive. He was
never interviewed by any of H. H. Bancroft's busy recorders of
pioneer history. In a general way this was the fate of most of the
Mountain Men who settled in Oregon or California. An occasional
one, like Joe Meek or George Yount, was interviewed, but others
like WilHam Wolfskill, Ewing Young, John L. Hatcher, Caleb
Wilkins,"and many more, were neglected by even those most con,
scious of history.
. .
Dick Owens chose to return to his family in Indiana. We may
judge that he had decided that he had had his fill of aJventure and
that what he wanted was a wife, a family, and a farm'. Fame ap~
pealed to him even less than to Godey, for he dId not bother 'tb
keep in touch with any of his old associates. But if he yearned for
security or financial success, he was disappoInted. The early life of
adventure was a poor preparation for the st~ady toil and good management demanded of a successful farmer. Those who had never
left the farms had a great advantage over a man who had been away
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in the mountains for fifteen years. Even the usual recourse of the
unsuccessful farmer failed for Owens, and he was no better off,
apparently, in Iowa or Kansas than he had been in Indiana. His
long life ended in both poverty and obscurity. Again, in general,
this was the fate of Mountain Men who tried to take lip where
they had left off at home. Even those who wrote narratives of
their adventures, like Zenas Leonard and Rufus Sage, cannot be
said to have profited themselves much by it, either in money or in
contemporary fame, though history has been the gainer. The silent
ones like John Colter and Aaron Lewis ended in even greater
obscurity than Owens.
Carson was more conscious of his fame, though his efforts to
capitalize on it were unsuccessful. Except for the urging of Jesse
Turley, he would probably never have thought of attempting it.
By remaining in a familiar environment, he was able to continue
his exploits and enhance his fame even during the Civil War when
a whole new crop of heroes was gaining public acclaim. His life
was not so free as that of Codey, and he often chafed under the
restrictions of the military establishment. But he adjusted to.it well
enough to retain his laurels. No other name" ever commanded
more attention or respect than his in the area that he chose as his
own. The adventurous life was still his but it was coupled with
more responsibility. Financially, he made a good living but that
was all, and it was this which impelled him to resign from the
Army in 1867. He did not live long enough to find out whether
he could have done better in civilian life, and his children were
left with'few material advantages.
Once again, we can say that those Mountain Men who made
approximately the same choice as Carson and remained as close as
possible to the scenes of their early success usually did well enough
to make this appear the wisest choice. Jim Bridger, Andrew Drips,
William Bent, Ceran St. Vrain, Dick Wootton, and others answer
this description. Although some could be named who stayed on
and sank into obscurity, this was frequently because of personal
habits that prevented success.
The best choice of all, of course, was to get out early with
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enough capital to ensure success. This choice was no longer available in 1849. Those who did it earlier, like William H. Ashley,
Robert Campbell, Ramsay Crooks, and William Sublette, were the
lucky ones, and even they found that, if they wished to make more
money, the best way to do it was to remain in the fur trade as
suppliers of goods and buyers of furs.
The Mountain Men had a saying, "If that's the way your stick
Boats, follow it." In 1849 the sticks cast upon the water by Godey,
Owens, and Carson Boated in three separate directions. The three
men followed their divergent ways.
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NOTES
I. For a well-researched and very readable account of Fremont's Fourth
Expedition see William Brandon, The Men and the Mountain (New York,
1955). The documents bearing on this controversial episode are all collected
in LeRoy R. Hafen and Ann W. Hafen, eds., Fremont's Fourth Expedition,
vol. 2, The Far West and the Rockies Historical Series (Glendale, 1960).
2. John C. Fremont, Memoirs of My Life (New York, 1887), p. 427.
3. Hafen and Hafen, p. 298.
4. Ibid., p. 208.
5. Harvey 1. Carter, 'Dear Old Kit'; The Historical Christopher Carson
with a new edition of the Carson Memoirs (Norman, 1968), pp. 65-67.
6. The St. Louis Cathedral Records were kindly examined for me by
Mrs. Frances H. Stadler, Archivist of the Missouri Historical Society. The
birthdate, Dec. 2, 1818, differs from the one given by Codey on his pension.
application, which was Jan. 28, 1818. The Cathedral Records also record
an older brother, born Nov. 20, 1816, which renders the Dec. 2, 1818 date
for Codey's birth more probable than the one of Jan. 28, 1818. The U.S.
manuscript census for St. Louis in 1830 records an Augustin Goda with one
son between 15 and 20 and one between 20 and 30 years of age but these
are too old to be considered. Codey stated in 1853 that he was 35 years old,
and all other sources indicate 18 I 8 as the year of his birth, regardless of
what the precise date may have been.
7. A microfilm of the Fort Hall Account Bool,s was kindly lent to me
by Professor Richard Beidleman of Colorado College. Antoine Godar was a
very active hunter and supplied a great deal of meat to Fort Hall. The
detailed account begins Feb. 9, 1835, and ends Dec. 23, 1837. Most of
1836 seems to have been spent by Codey in trapping rather than hunting.
There is an indication on p. 444 that Codey had accompanied Captain
Wyeth to Fort Walla Walla in 1834.
8. The Expeditions of John Charles Fremont, edited by Donald Jackson and Mary Lee Spence (Champaign, 1970), vol. I, p. 452. Fremont reported that he hired "Alexander Godey, a young man about 25 years of
age, who had been in this country six or seven years, all of which time had
been actively employed in hunting for the support of the posts, or in solitary
trading expeditiops among the Indians."
9. Ibid., vol. I, pp. 679-81.
10. Senate Exec. Doc. no. 33, 30th Cong., 1st Sess., 1847-1848, Serial
no. 507. Vol. 5, p. 298.
I I. F. F. Latta, "Alexis Godey in Kern County" in Kern County Historical Society, Fifth Annual Publication (Bakersfield, 1939), pp. 3°-32.
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12. Hafen and Hafen, p. 263.
13· Latta, p. 33.
14. Ibid., pp. 4 1, 50-51. .
.
15. Copies. of Godey's peilsion and bounty applications were furnished
to me by the National Archives and Records Service, Washington, D.C.
These applications use the name Alexander Godey on the earlier forms and
Alexis Codey on the later ones. From a study of the signatures on these
documents I have concluded that Godey signed Alex'r and that this signature was sometimes read as Alexis, giving rise to the impression held by
many who knew him in later years that his name was Alexis. Godey was
illiterate.but, like Carson, he learned to sign his name in later years. In all
cases the 'r appears higher than the rest of the name in his signatures and
sometimes could easily be mistaken for an is.
16. Latta, pp. 47-50. The detailed information concerning Godey's
wives and s~ns was furnished to Mr. Latta by William F. Skinner, who had
been brought up by Godey.
17. Kern County Californian, Jan. 26, 1889. This obituary notice unfortunately contains no information on Godey's life that had been gathered
locally at the time and so adds nothing to our knowledge.
18. An article appeared in Touring Topics, June 1933, pp. 14-15, which
accused Godey of having poisoned more than forty Indians in 1866 in order
to gain possession of an Indian girl. The authority cited was a Mexican,
who had not been born when the event was said to have transpired. His information had come from an ex-foreman on Godey's Cuyama Valley Ranch,
named Leonardo Ramirez, who had worked for him 1874-1878, and left
under suspicious circumstances. The story obviously rests upon the flimsiest
sort of authority and should never have been published. William F. Skinner
in a letter to Touring Topics, August 1933, p. 31, stated that no Indians
were living in the Cuyama Valley in 1866 and this has been substantiated
by other testimony. See also the'discussion of this matter in F. F. Latta,
pp. 41-46. In addition to being hearsay, the story contradicts everything else
known about Codey and his character.
19. For a complete summary of this information see Harvey L. Carter,
"Dick Owens" in Mountain Men and the Fur Trade of the Far West,
edited by L. R. Hafen (Glendale, 1965-1972), vol. 5, pp. 283-9°' At the
time that I wrote this sketch of Owens, I could learn nothing of either his
earlier or his later life. In 1969, after the publication of 'Dear Old Kit', I
received a call from Mr. Albert Brown, of Arvada, Colorado, who had read
the hook and who was able to tell me that Owens was buried in Circleville,
Kansas, and to put me in touch with his grandson, Richard F. Owings, of
Aurora, Colorado. This provides. an excellent example of how ,publication
frequently leads t'o further knowledge.'
.
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20. The name was properly Owings and is so spelled by his descendants. Long usage of Owens in published accounts makes it inadvisable to
attempt to change at this date. Most people pronounced and wrote it as
Owens and it is apparent that members of the Owings family did not
usually attempt to correct this practice. There is some difference of opinion
among descendants as to whether the middle name was Lamon or Lemon
but it appears to be the latter on his tombstone in the cemetery of Circleville, Kansas, which also gives the dates for his birth and death. These
dates are confirmed by a letter of his granddaughter, Bessie A. White, to
the author, Nov. 5, 1970.
21. "The Last Pathfinder" in the Holton Signal, June 18, 1902. Holton
is the county seat of Jackson County; Kansas, where Owens died at his
home near Circleville. This long and informative obituary was located for
me by Nyle H. Miller, Secretary of the Kansas State Historical Society.
22. The 1830 U.S. census for Muskingum County, Ohio, (ms.) lists
Richard Owens on a farm in Muskingum township; he and his wife are
shown to have been between 40 and 50 years old, with two girls from 10 to
15 and one girl from 5 to 10; two boys from 5 to 10 and one boy under 5
years. The oldest son was at this time apprenticed to John Ross, a gunsmith
in the town of Putnam, and is doubtless the male in the 15 to 20 age
bracket who is enumerated in that household.
23. The Holton Signal gives the name as Calif Williams but there can
be little doubt that Caleb Wilkins is meant since he went out with Wyeth
in 1834 and his trading account is in theFort Hall Account Books.It has
not been known before that Wilkins wasa trapper prior to 1834.
24. Ibid.
25. Ibid.
26. Ibid. His granddaughter Bessie A. White recalls that he had a bad
ankle that he told her was caused by an arrow wound. It is also mentioned
in his pension application. See also Harvey L. Carter, 'Dear Old Kit', p. 75.
27. Fort Hall Account Books.
28. See Dorothy Johansen, ed., Robert Newell's Memoranda (Portland,
1959), pp. 54-55·
29. Carter, 'Dear Old Kit', pp. 71-72.
30. Johansen, p. 38.
3 I. Ibid., p. 39·
32. Carter, 'Dear Old Kit', p. 79. The late Dale Morgan believed that
Carson came to Bent's Fort' in 1840 but the preponderance of evidence is
for 1841.
33. John Brown, Mediumistic Experiences of John Brown (San Francisco, 1897), pp. 42-43. Owens remained in .southern Colorado apparently
until 1844 but what becameof his children is not known.
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34. Howard 1. Conard, Uncle Dick Wootton (Chicago, 1890), pp. 16062. All of the descendants of Dick Owens appear to know of this bear
story, although not in any detail. Mr. M. G. Johnson of Circleville, Kansas,
who as a small boy heard Owens himself tell the story, recalls that there was
another man involved. Owens' mutilated left hand is visible in the picture
supplied to me by his grandson, Mr. Richard F. Owings of Aurora,
Colorado.
35. Carter, 'Dear Old Kit', pp. 95-96.
36. The obituary in the Holton Signal states that Owens was on Fremont's second expedition as well as the third one. Whether the reporter,
who had interviewed Owens before his death, misunderstood him, or
whether Owens remembered it that way in his old age is hard to say. Owens
definitely was not on the payroll of the second expedition. Both Carson
and Fremont are explicit in their statements that Owens first served with
Fremont on the third expedition.
37. Fremont, p. 427.
38. Copies of Owens' pension records were supplied to me by the
National Archives and Records Service, Washington, D.C. Application was
made in 1887 and Owens' signature is firm and readable. On a document
of 1901, hmvever, it is very shaky. Both are signed Owens rather than
Owings, probably to avoid complications regarding his identity. A letter of
Daniel Burket, Ashland, Kansas, Nov. 27, 1902, attests to Owens' death and
states, "he is [sic] a brother to my wife."
39. There is a possibility that Owens had been through the Owens
Valley on his horse-stealing expedition of 1840 and that Fremont took this
into account in naming it.
40. The Holton Signal.
41. LeRoy R. Hafen, "Cherokee Gold Seekers in Colorado" in Colorado
Magazine, vol. 15 (1938), p. 103. References to a Richard Owens in
connection with the Santa Fe trade found in Louise Barry, The Beginning
of the West, 1540- I 854 (Topeka, 1972) for the years 1850- I 854 all refer to
a Santa Fe merchant of that name who died in 1858.
42. The Owings family had settled in Union Township in the northern
part of Delaware County, Indiana. The U.S. manuscript census record
shows his mother to have been alive in 1840 but not in 1850' The enumerator in 1850 spelled the name Owings.
43. The date of marriage is that given by Mrs. Emily Owens on her application for a widow's pension. She was born in Coshocton County, Ohio,
on Sept. 24, 1835, and died on July 8, 1926, near Circleville, Kansas, having
been blind since her husband's death. It is from her obituary in the Holton
Signal, July 15, 1926, that the fact of their Iowa residence before moving
to Kansas is known.
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44. The eldest son returned to Sweetser, Indiana, to live. In November,
1971, I had a very pleasant talk with. his granddaughter, Mrs. Thelma
Stevens, at her home in Sweetser. The second son settled in North Dakota.
The youngest son continued to live at Circleville, Kansas most of his life,
although he spent some early years in freighting at Saguache, Colorado.
45. The Holton Signal. Mr. Richard F. Owings, of Aurora, Colorado,
has informed me that his father, William F. Owings, was born in Iowa in
1865 but he has no information as to the locality in that state that his
grandfather had settled.
46. In November 1971, I called upon Mr. M. G. Johnson, at the
Farmers State Bank, Circleville, Kansas, who as a boy knew Dick Owens
and remembered his death very clearly. I am much indebted to him for his
youthful impressions of the old man, on which my estimate of Owens' later
years is based. Mr. Johnson's son-in-law, Mr. C. M. Geis, very kindly took
me to the Circleville cemetery and photographed Owens' tombstone for
me.
47. The Holton Signal. Owens stated in his application for pension that
the house north of Circleville, in which he dwelt, had been built for him
by his neighbor.
48. The process by which Carson's reputation was built is traced in
Harvey 1. Carter, 'Dear Old Kit', pp. 3-46.
49· Ibid., pp. 149-50.
50. The documents of Carson's Navajo campaign are available in
Lawrence C. Kelly, Navajo Roundup (Boulder, 1970).
51. Other good works on Carson are Edwin 1. Sabin, Kit Carson Days,
2 vols. (New York, 1914); Bernice Blackwelder, Great Westerner (Caldwell, 1962); M. Marion Estergreen, Kit Carson: A Portrait in Courage
(Norman, 1962).
52. My colleague Dr. Dennis Showalter suggests that the problem here
described is very similar to that of professional athletes of today who
achieve fame at an early age and are forced to retire to a less exciting and a
less remunerative life as well as to one of obscurity. To a degree, the same
may be said of another comtemporary group, the astronauts. Members of
both these groups, however, usually are in better financial shape than Were
the Mountain Men.
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AN UNFORGETTABLE DAY:
FACUNDO MELGARES ON INDEPENDENCE
edited by DAVID J.

WEBER

ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-ONE years ago, on January 6, 1822,
Santa Fe celebrated New Spain's independence from Spain in a
gala ceremony with church services, processions, pageantry, the
firing of guns and ringing of bells. Soon afterward Governor
Facundo Melgares penned a vivid and detailed description
of this event for the official government newspaper, the
Gaceta Imperial, at Mexico City. Published on March 23 and
March 26, 1822, and here translated in its entirety for the first
time/ Melgares' report remains the most detailed account of how
New Mexicans, or indeed any other residents of today's Southwest,2 responded to the end of nearly two and a quarter centuries
.
of life as Spanish subjects.
Melgares asserts that Santa Feans welcomed Independence enthusiastically, and his effusive description of events has become the
basis for nearly every description of New Mexico's change of
sovereignty. Yet Melgares' official correspondence suggests that he
exaggerated in his report to the Gaceta and that the upper class in
Santa Fe embraced the cause of Mexican Independence reluctantly
or indifferently. Certainly there was less enthusiasm for it than
most writers have implied. 3
The event which prompted the celebration in Santa Fe, Melgares wrote, was the arrival of mail on December 26 containing
news of General Agustin de Iturbide's triumphant entrance into
Mexico City three months before. Although Mexico had been convulsed by revolution since Padre Miguel Hidalgo's abortive revolt
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of 18 10, not until Iturbide managed to unite disparate elements
behind his Plan of Iguala did New Spain become independent.
Iturbide's now-famous Plan, essentially a conservative reaction to a
liberal government in Spain, provided for Three Guarantees: Independence, Religion, and Union. Mexico was to be independent,
but under a monarch (hopefully European), Catholicism was to
be protected, and there was to be union between European-born
Spaniards and American-born Spaniards. A successful compromise
which posed no threat to the security of the Mexican elite, the
Plan of Iguala won Widespread support after its promulgation on
February 24, 1821. Although a newly arrived viceroy, Juan
O'Donoju, agreed to abide by the Plan in the Treaty of Cordoba,
signed on August 24, it was not until September 27, when Iturbide's forces occupied Mexico City, that Mexico's Independence
was assured.
Like shock waves from an earthquake, news of these events radiated from the valley of Mexico, epicenter of the immense viceroyalty
of New Spain, to the outlying provinces. The news traveled south
to Yucatan, and to the captaincy-general of Guatemala which
stretched southward to Costa Rica. Northward the news was
carried until it reached the Interior Provinces and the Californias.
With few exceptions the arrival in the provinces of reports of
Iturbide's victories became the occasion for a public oath of allegiance to the new government and an immense outpouring of manifestations of public enthusiasm-processions, plays, poetry and
prose. Swearing of public oaths of loyalty to Iturbide occurred in
some municipalities in June 1821, and became most frequent in
September, coinciding with Iturbide's entrance into Mexico City
and the inauguration of a new government under a provisional
junta. In a few remote areas, California among them, public oaths
of allegiance took place as late as April of 1822. 4 In New Mexico,
officials took the oath of allegiance during the most popular month,
September.
When Melgares wrote that New Mexicans, "having heard the
sweet voice of liberty," swore to Independence on September I I,
182 I, he led historians to assume that the Plan of Iguala had not
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reached Santa Fe until that date. 5 Yet New Mexicans had had some
inkling of the new rebellion in Mexico and the Plan of Iguala as
early as May 1821. That month a proclamation from Viceroy Juan
de Apodaca, Conde de Venadito, arrived in Santa Fe which condemned the "ungrateful" Iturbide and his "subversive plans." It
exhorted loyal subjects not to read them or listen to them. New
Mexicans may not have had the opportunity, however. At least no
copy of the Plan of Iguala remains in the New Mexico Archives.
Governor Melgares ordered the viceroy's decree copied in Santa Fe
on May 10 and circulated to local alcaldes. By June 30 this document had traveled as far north as Taos where Severino Martinez
signed it, copied it, and proclaimed it in his alcaldia. 6 Along with
the Conde de Venadito's proclamation, Melgares ordered copied
and circulated a communication from the Mexico City ayuntamiento which supported the viceroy and urged citizens to renew
their loyalty to the monarchy.7 In circulating these documents
Melgares added no comment.
What further news of Iturbide's activities reached Santa Fe
between May and September of 1821 is not known. In September,
however, it became clear that Iturbide had won Widespread support. By September II the mail from Chihuahua had brought news
that the Commandant General of the Provincias Internas de Occidente, Alejo Garda Conde, had joined Iturbide's cause. A special
junta had met in Chihuahua City on August 24 and had agreed by
unanimous vote to support Iturbide. Two days later, on Sunday,
August 26, a public oath had been administered in Chihuahua
amidst great celebrations, including a procession, a Te Deum, and
a baile which lasted until two in the morning. The following day,
August 27, Garda Conde ordered New Mexico Governor
Melgares to swear loyalty to the cause of Independence. Garda
Conde's dispatch must have been sent by express, for Melgares received it on or before September 1 I. That day the oath of allegiance was taken in Santa Fe and Melgares sent orders to all
alcaldes to do likewise. 8 Thus, it was not the "sweet voice of
liberty" that had motivated New Mexicans to declare Indepen~
dence, but instructions from a higher authority.
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Although New Mexico officials swore to Independence, they
apparently did so without enthusiasm. No ceremonies like those in
Chihuahua accompanied the change of allegiance. In responding
to Garda Conde's instructions, Melgares acknowledged only that
he had carried out his orders and administered the oath "with
the solemnity that was possible." Melgares' laconic answer avoided
expressing any personal sentiment for or against Independence. A
veteran frontiersman and politician who had heard rumors of revolts since Hidalgo's failure in 1810, Melgares9 seems to have followed his instructions to the letter (and no further), while adopting an attitude of watchful waiting. Several months later, in his
report to the Gaceta Imperial, Melgares noted that on September
I I Santa Fe's leading citizens had formed an organization to celebrate Independence "at the appropriate time." For Santa Feans,
"the appropriate time," apparently, would be only when it became
virtually necessary.
October brought more news from the south confirming Iturbide's victories. One report from Puebla, dated August 9, had been
copied in Chihuahua on September 12 and sent north. It told of
the 'Triumph of Mexican liberty" and contained what must have
been astonishing news, that only Veracruz and Mexico City itself
remained in royalist hands. Melgares had this report copied on
October 8 and circulated to all alcaldes in New Mexico, instructing them to copy and announce the report in turn. 10
By early December there could be no doubt that Iturbide had
taken Mexico City. The mail which reached Santa Fe by November 30 brought an announcement, dated October 4, 1821, from
the Provisional Junta in Mexico City naming ministers for a new
government. Apparently in the same mail arrived a copy of the
"Act of Independence of the Empire," issued in Mexico City on
September 28, 182 I. Signed not only by Iturbide, but by the
Archbishop of Puebla and the Viceroy himself, it left little doubt
that Mexico had indeed thrown off the yoke of the mother country.n Further decrees from the new government reached Santa Fe
toward mid-December. 12
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By November 30, then, Melgares knew that Iturbide had taken
Mexico City and that the rebels had succeeded. This news did not
arrive on December 26, as Melgares and subsequent historians
using him for a source have suggested. I3 Moreover, Santa Fe seems
to have greeted its newly won independence with silence. Perhaps
Melgares kept the news quiet for some weeks. Or, perhaps, Santa
Feans were simply indifferent to it.
The event which probably touched off the celebration of Independence in Santa Fe was the arrival of a decree of October 6 from
the Provisional Governing Junta of the Mexican Empire. Announcing that a public oath and proclamation of Independence was
scheduled for Mexico City on October 27, the Junta ordered that
all municipalities which had not yet done so should hold a similar
ceremony within a month after receiving the Junta's decree. This
was the news that apparently arrived in Santa Fe on December 26
and stirred the governor and the ayuntamiento to action.
The October 6 decree spelled out in detail how the ceremony
was to be performed. The day was to begin with the ayuntamiento
reading the act of sovereignty of the Provisional Junta, the Plan of
Iguala, and the Treaty of Cordoba. This was to be followed by a
public oath of allegiance which was written out in the decree. It
required that one swear to recognize the sovereignty of the provisional junta and obey its decrees, and to abide by the Plan ofIguala
and the Cordoba treaty: "If thus you obey, God help you, and if
you do not, may God force you to obey." In the afternoon there
was to be a procession to the main plaza where the senior alcalde
would proclaim Independence from a stage decorated for the occasion. There was to be a church function the following day. The
decree urged ayuntamientos not to spare expense on such a magnificent occasion and ordered that they send a report of the proceedings to Mexico City to verify that the~instructions had been carried
out. u The grand celebration of Iridependepce on January 6 which
lV1elgares described did not, 'then; reRect patriotism or enthusiasm
so much as a willingness to follow instruction, albeit with some
modifications.
.
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In retrospect it is clear that Melgares was less than candid in
reporting that New Mexicans had remained ignorant of Iturbide's
victory until December 26, and in suggesting that the arrival of the
news brought about great rejoicing. Yet, if Melgares did choose to
suppress the news on November 30, it is possible that most New
Mexicans remained in the dark about events until public newspapers arrived on December 26, making it impossible to keep the
secret any longer. This, of course, remains speculative for there
is no evidence that Melgares withheld information, nor even any
hint of it as there is in California tradition. 15 The most reasonable
interpretation of Melgares' exaggeration is that he was trying to
cover up New Mexico's earlier lack of enthusiasm for Independence.
Yet, there is no reason to suppose that Melgares exaggerated his
description of the events of the January 6 celebration itself, as
Hubert Howe Bancroft suggested when he wrote:
Doubtless Don Facundo, realizing the side on which his bread was
buttered, saw to it that nothing was lost in telling the story; and presumably the fall of Iturbide a little later was celebrated with equal
enthusiasm. There was nothing mean or one-sided in New Mexican
patriotism. 16

The events Melgares described resembled festivities in other
municipalities of New Spain, especially in Tepic,17 about which
New Mexicans had read. The Santa Fe celebration followed tradjtion, as well, resembling in many details the city's 1748 celebration in honor of the ascension of Fernando VI to the Spanish
throne. And the events of 1748 in Santa Fe, as Eleanor B. Adams
has pointed out, belonged to a tradition that dates to Gothic Spain.
Within this tradition was the florid rhetoric which Melgares used
to describe the festivities. IS Rarely resorting to economy of expression and sparing no adjectives, Melgares would have written his
"flaming account," as Bancroft termed it, in the same effusive style
whether he was trying to impress his new superiors or not. The
Santa Fe celebration's close link with the past is further suggested
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by the Provisional Junta's October 6 instructions which ordered
that the proclamation of Independence be read "in the form and
with the magnificence that the oaths of allegiance to the Kings have
previously been read."
One other eye witness to the events in Santa Fe on January 6,
I 822, Thomas James, told a story quite different from that of
Melgares. It is worth quoting James at length.
On the fifth day of February [sic] a celebration took place of Mexican independence. A few days before this appointed time, a meeting
of the Spanish officers and principal citizens was held at the house of
the Alcalde to make arrangements for the celebration. They sent for
me, asked what was the custom in my country on such occasions, and
requested my aid in the matter. I advised them to raise a liberty pole.
. . . By daylight on the morn~ng of the fifth I was aroused to direct
the raising of the flag. I arose and went to the square, where I found
about a dozen men with the Governor, Don Facundo Melgaris [sic],
all in a quandry, not knowing what to do. I informed the Governor
that all was ready for raising the flag, which honor belonged to him.
'Oh, do it yourself,' said he, 'you understand such things.' So I raised
the first flag in the free and independent State of New Mexico. As
the flag went up, the cannon fired and men and women from all
quarters of the city came running, some half dressed, to the public
square, which Soon filled with the population of this city. The people
of the surrounding country also came in, and for five days the square
was covered with Spaniards and Indians from every part of the
province. During this whole time the city exhibited a scene of universal carousing and revelry. All classes abandoned themselves to the
most reckless dissipation and profligacy. No Italian carnival ever exceeded this celebration in thoughtlessness, vice and licentiousness of
every description. Men, women and children crowded every part of
the city, and the carousal was kept up equally by night and day. There
seemed to be no time for sleep. Tables for gambling surrounded the
square and continually occupied the attention of crowds. Dice and
faro banks were all the time in constant play. . . . Freedom without restraint or license was the order of the day; and thus did these
rejoicing republicans continue the celebration of their Independence
till nature was too much exhausted to support the dissipation any
longer. The crowds then dispersed to their homes with all the punish-
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ments of excess with which pleasure visits her votaries. I saw enough
during this five days' revelry to convince me that the republicans of
New Mexico were unfit to govern themselves or anybody else. 19

What Melgares described as solemn and beautiful, Thomas
James saw as sordid and crude. Nevertheless, James' well-known
account does not detract from the veracity of Melgares' report.
James wrote from memory in the mid-1840'S, some twenty years
after the event, on the eve of war with Mexico when anti-Mexican
spirit was at zenith in the United States. Discrepancies in the two
accounts illustrate how differently an episode can be perceived
from two cultural perspectives. Unfortunately no other account
with which we might make further comparison is known to exist.
Melgares' report, then, remains the sole first-hand description of
New Mexico's reaction to Independence in 1821. Although it is
frequently quoted and intrinsically interesting, it leaves many
questions unanswered. From other sources, for example, it seems
plain that New Mexico officials were less enthusiastic about Independence than Melgares indicates. Yet, whether they opposed Independence or were merely indifferent to it cannot be determined
from the evidence at hand. The oligarchy's lack of enthusiasm seems
to support Marc Simmons' thesis that the Spanish colonial system
did not isolate or impoverish New Mexico as intensely as has been
supposed. 20 Otherwise, the elite surely would have welcomed the
downfall of the old regime. Yet, in the absence of private correspondence and memoirs, such an assertion cannot be proved.
Nor can the reaction of lower-class New Mexicans and of Pueblo
Indians be assessed. Although both groups participated in the Independence festivities, there is no way of knowing what meaning it
held for them. 21 The only certainty see~s to be ,that Santa Fe
officials were reluctant rebels who rec.eived Independence by mail
and celebrated it when told to do SO.22 .
Although Melgares proclair:ned. the day}hat New Mc;~icans·
learned of Independence "an unforg~ttable day ... that 'will be
transmitted from father to son to the most distant posterity," and it
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was suggested that the celebration be "perpetual," it was forgotten
the next year. In December New Mexicans staged another celebration in honor of Iturbide, who had become Emperor in May and
officially crowned in July. More lavish than the January celebration, the December festivities lasted for four days and included an
evening opera in the Santa Fe plaza. 23 There seems to have been
no further celebration of Mexican Independence in Santa Fe.

MELGARES' REPORT

AT THE REQUEST of the City of Santa Fe, capital of New Mexico,
that the patriotic declaration which describes the demonstrations
made on the sixth day of January of the present year in honor of
their political salvation be inserted in the Gaceta, the Regency of
the Empire has ordered that this be done.
Those who dwell on this soil were eager to hear about the patriotic demonstrations which the inhabitants of the restored Mexican
empire publicized in the press. As the date approached on which
the mail was expected to arrive, December 26 last, with conflicting
emotions of anxiety and rejoicing, gentlemen frequented the post
office of this capital night and day, hoping for news that might be
sent in public or private papers from any of the many towns in the
North [of Mexico] which have shown definite love of their
fatherland as well as of their adored religion. No sooner had the
longed-for mail arrived when everyone became excited. Since that
celebrated and memorable day of last September I I, which heard
the sweet voice of liberty [apparently referring to the Plan of
Iguala], the people swore to Independence, and the governor and
the priests of the parish church and the military chapel of this city
founded a philanthropic corporation to promote the solemnification of this event with the greatest show of rejoicing at the appropriate time. Now, receiving their private correspondence at the
post office, they began to read aloud the news which each had
received. Then, when the reading of the public paper ended,
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which gave news of the day and hour at which the magnanimous
and invincible hero, the young Iturbide, made his entrance into
the Capital of the Empire, all those gathered exclaimed: "Glorious
Day! Wonderful day! An unforgettable day for the New Mexicans
that will be transmitted from father to son to the most distant
posterity."
The governor, moved by these demonstrations which are so in
keeping with our patriotism, exhibited the patriotic tract which the
city of Tepic [capital of today's state of Nayarit] published for the
pleasure of all the dwellers of Anahuac [i.e., Mexico].
The pen cannot express the growing pleasure and great patriotism aroused in Santa Fe on this occasion, for both the ears of the
tender young as well as those of the doddering ancients devoted
themselves fully to listening to the discourses that praised our
Liberator [Iturbide] and the campaign. The rejoicing grew steadily, as more persons read sonnets, tercets, and other poetic works,
especially the famous octave in which the eight letters of the surname of our beloved Generalisimo signify clearly the justice of
our cause, the usefulness of the union between European Spaniards
and Americans, and the appropriate eulogies to the loving Father
of the Country. Then followed the reading of the poetic discourse
which the liberal European, Pedro Negrete, expounded [in Tepic]
amidst great enthusiasm and rejoicing. 24 If attending the function
in the city of T epic caused a sensation and extraordinary pleasure,
the reading in Santa Fe exceeded it incomparably, just in hearing
it said that the lips of a Negrete were gloriously occupied in extolling the untold enterprises of our exalted Liberator. Oh! How
great can rejoicing be! When the incessant applause of the people
interrupted the reading, the vivas and praises to Negrete began.
The majority of those assembled believed that it was he himself
who, with Maccabean firmness, struggled with tireless zeal for the
liberty of Durango until gloriously reaching the point of victory.25
Oh Virtuous European, exclaimed the people, your shining excellence demands lasting gratitude from the inhabitants of New
Mexico and, especially, from the people of Durango.
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The governor, viewing so much excitement, asked for silence in
order to tellthe crowd that the beloved European [Negrete], who
had uttered the praiseworthy discourse with such enthusiasm and
transcendent ardor in the City of T epic, which had begun to be
read, was a citizen of that city, and its Sindico Procurador. Although there was the example of many peninsulares [Spaniards
born in Spain] who, through lack of enlightenment, had been
victims of their own emotions, just as there are foolish Americans
who dislike Independence simply because they are buried in the
abominable cavern of prejudice,· this was not so with Pedro Celestino Negrete, to whom many more inhabitants of the western
world than those of T epic pay their highest respects for the generosity, prudence, bravery, and judgment with which he has contributed to the formation of our marvelous social structure.
When the governor's oration concluded, the previously begun
discourse continued, the reader saying: "Long live Iturbide, father
of the Country; long live Negrete, wonder of history, etc." There
began again the joyful noise that would not be contained in the
breasts of those gathered. Quieting a little, the shouts of the crowd
gave way to listening to the prose discourse which followed that
which had just been read in poetry. The second and final paragraphs aroused a spirit of emulation. The crowd said unanimously
that it should be loudly proclaimed: "New Mexicans, this is the
occasion on which we should put into use the heroic patriotism
that inflames us. We should publish our sentiments of liberty and
gratitude, and make the tyrants see that although we inhabit the
most northern point of North America we love the Holy Religion
of our fathers, that we love and defend the longed-for union between Spaniards of both hemispheres, and that at the cost of our
last drop of blood we will sustain the sacred Independence of the
Mexican Empire."
At once they gave notice of the competition of the loa,26 to be
played by three persons symbolizing the Three Guarantees. That
decided, and taking advantage of such a favorable opportunity,
the governor said that they should arrange the presentation of this
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loa for the sixth day of January, to be held with all the pomp that
the majesty of the occasion demands and, if possible, to exceed the
displays at T epic. The associates of the corporation [which had
been formed on September I I, to commemorate Independence]
responded that of course they would cooperate happily, both personally and with their resources. They then asked that the day
assigned for the performance of the Loa of the Three Guarantees
be made perpetual for the residents of Santa Fe. In fact, all that
was promised was carried out, and much more.
On the thirty-first of the aforesaid December, the three roles
were delivered. The following gentlemen eagerly begged to play
them: the Alferez urbano y Sindico procurador, Don Santiago
Abreu, that of Independence; the priest, vicar, and ecclesiastical
judge, don Juan Tomas Terrazas, that of Religion; and the worthy
European and Chaplain of this Imperial Company, Fray Francisco
de Hozio, that of Union. All carried out their assignments with
an enthusiasm which exceeded their expectations.
The tireless perseverance with which the priest [Terrazas] made
all the preparations for the great splendor of the appointed day
aroused the attention even of the less enthusiastic. Still, not even
his efforts could conceal the shortness of the time and the many
things that remained to be done, but since the enthusiasm of this
good patriot was not dampened, he was able to overcome the many
obstacles which presented themselves. Thus, he personally visited
the Sala Capitular of the Illustrious Ayuntamiento of this city to
arouse enthusiasm and invite that political body to lend as much
aid as was necessary, counting on the help of the military, for the
preparation of the grand spectacle that the public expected. The
efforts made by that worthy, independent [Father Terrazas] were
not in vain. Just as happiness is contagious, so our Terrazas found
the invaluable "Tri-guarantee" senior alcalde, don Pedro Armendaris, so disposed to do as much as was needed that, immediately,
the patriotism of the other members of the cabildo shone forth.
Each and everyone offered to cooperate in any manner or form
that was necessary. With such happy results our agent [Terrazas],
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from that point, decided to do much more than had the inhabitants of T epic. And, in fact, he did. Comparing the situation of
one city with the other [the priest] immediately proceeded to arrange for the painting of a backdrop that was to cover the rear of
the stage and which would present three symbols to public view:
The first would allegorize Union with a lamb and lion embracing.
The second, referring to the determined protection which our system possesses through arms, letters, the ecclesiastical state, and the
secular state, contained a tree of Liberty which would be seen to
be watered by four streams which issued forth from a cloud. And
the third, the prize of virtue, symbolized in heroic Iturbide, his
brows crowned with the precious laurels of Religion, Union, and
Independence. This idea having been conceived, our direct<;>~
undertook to iron out the difficulty of finding a painter who could
execute the painting as perfectly as possible for the presentation of
the loa. Not finding anyone experienced, he turned to an associate;
a great supporter of Independence, the postmaster, don Juan Bautista Vigil, to direct the aforementioned painting, making available
to him as much help as might be necessary for a work of such difficulty. In spite of not having any more advantage than ardent diligence, Vigil accepted the commission with much pleasure. Since
his good intentions nearly reached obstinacy, he succeeded to the
satisfaction of all the citizenry and socios in producing the desired
painting, which gave all meaning to the stage scene. The stage was
adorned with the finest draperies of damask and exquisite cloth
that there are in the city. It was placed in the principal plaza within
the portico of the palace, as they call the house where the governors
reside. Although all of the stage set was satisfactorily adorned, no
part was as commendable as the three symbols found on the backdrop, on whose center was Independence raising high the beautiful
Mexican standard.
In the center of the plaza, on a white Hag nailed very high, the
Three Guarantees were imprinted within a tricolor heart, as if
resting upon pervasive peace. On the day of the fourth [of
January]' in the morning, the "Tri-guarantee" alcaldes went forth
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to invite everyone to the main illumination which would begin to
blaze forth at the beginning of the loa, a salvo of artillery serving as
the signal.
The dawn of the sixth announced itself on that happy day with
a widespread sound of bells ringing wildly, salvos of artillery and
by the troops, and a burst of music which began as the banner of
the Three Guarantees was unfurled. At once the crowd left for the
principal street, serenading and showing inexpressible merriment.
God grant that this praiseworthy pageantry be a legitimate reflection of a true adherence to the sanctity of our cause!
Following the completion of the Mass, the faithful senior
alcalde, the great supporter of Independence don Pedro Armendaris, directed that the triumphal procession, which was already
formed, should leave at ten in the morning. Congregated in the
little plaza of the main parish church and composed of all the little
children in sight, the procession left through the streets of the
plaza, maintaining the following order and symmetry: the governor with the illustrious ayuntamiento; officials and the citizenry
formed two lines; and in the center of this group went the young
people bearing palms and flowers in their hands, uniformed in
white clothing, sashes of sky blue, green laurel encircling their
brows, and across their breasts a tricolor sash with the inscription:
"Long live the Independence of the Mexican Empire," proclaiming the so glorious triumph that they were celebrating. Centered
in front of the columns went a charming little child dressed as an
angel, with a sword in his right hand, symbolizing the immortal
[Plan of Iguala] and the prospect which, at Independence, through
enlightenment and freedom of the press, the statesmen were opening with their writings. Behind him followed two richly adorned
angels who had between them a beautiful little girl dressed as the
Virgin and representing Independence and purity of our cause.
The two angels entwined their arms with the arms of the angel of
Independence, the angel on the right signifying Religion and that
on the left, Union. These three persons were bound together by a
single tricolor ribbon, amply embellished with beautiful diamonds
and fine stones, the sight of which was as pleasant as the most de-
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lightful garden. Then followed the other children whose varied
costumes signified the rich and diverse provinces found on the opulent American soil. The musicians followed this, playing patriotic
songs which were directed at the child who symbolized Independence. She carried in her hands the standard of the Empire of
Anahuac, whose only precursors are Humanity and Beneficence,
and above all the reestablished Liberty of the noble northern
people.
After the procession which ended at the parish church, the
crowd, which was very large in spite of bad weather, singing sweet
hymns of thanksgiving, moved to the main plaza. There they saw
a splendid dance by the Indians of the Pueblo of San Diego de
Tesuque, which lasted until one in the afternoon. Then the
people scattered to various public games which had been placed
around the plaza.
As nightfall approached, the beginning of the loa was announced with three salvos of artillery followed by a general illumination. At the same time, four squads of soldiers took positions at
the four corners of the plaza and fired salvos in turn, the first
shouting, "Long live Religion"; the second, "Long live Union";
the third, "Long live Independence"; and the fourth, "Long live
the Liberty of the Mexican Empire."
At the conclusion of these salvos of artillery and by the troops,
those who were on the stage, magnificently dressed, continued to
recite the Three Guarantees. All of Santa Fe was made to see that
their magnificence and majesty were venerated and sustained
throughout the entire Indies [the New World]. The easy manner
in which the gentlemen Abreu, Terrazas, and Hozio carried out
their interesting performance showed much to recommend them
and was worthy of the general applause.
Following the loa, a baile began in the same palacio attended by
all persons of distinction. The fair sex attended wearing skirts of
sky blue, and green laurels worn across the breast like a sash, with
white letters reading "Long live the Independence of the Mexican
Empire." The Hoor of the hall was pleasingly adorned. The refreshment was served with the lavishness required by so large an atten-
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dance. And the entertainment ended at four-thirty in the morning
as merrily as it had begun at eight in the evening. The occasion
was so ineffable and outstanding that even the governor, the senior
alcalde, and the chaplain happily presented themselves to perform
an entertainment between dances. Moderation prevailed so powerfully throughout these events, at the loa as well as at the baile,
that both men and women decidedly proclaimed the sanctity of our
cause, their voices upholding it with vigorous support.
The inhabitants of Santa Fe, wishing that their. noble sentiments
in favor of the fatherland and just cause be known to all of the
inhabitants of the Mexican Empire, beg that this expression of
patriotism in which they have the satisfaction of manifesting their
firm adherence to Religion, Union, Independence, and Liberty,
be published. All shouting unceasingly "Independence or Death."
-MELGARES

NOTES

I. Portions of the document have been translated before. Hubert Howe
Bancroft summarized it in his History of New Mexico and Arizona (San
Francisco, 1889), pp. 3°8-°9, and Ralph E. Twitchell, in turn, quoted
Bancroft's description in his Leading Facts of New Mexico History (Cedar
Rapids, 1911), vol. I, pp. 480-81. Lansing B. Bloom provided a lengthy
summary of the document in his "New Mexico Under Mexican Administration, 1821-1846," Old Santa Fe] vol. I (1913), pp. 142-44. This summary, at times a translation and at times a paraphrase, Bloom realistically
termed "a fairly close rendering" rather than a translation. Twitchell, Old
Santa Fe (Santa Fe, 1925), pp. 179-81, and Maurice Garland Fulton and
Paul Horgan, New Mexico's Own Chronicle (Dallas, 1937), pp. 81-82,
published portions of the Melgares account based on Bloom's "rendering."
2. In Texas a simple ceremony marked the occasion. See Carlos
Castaneda, Our Catholic Heritage in Texas] 1519-1936 (Austin, 1950), vol.
6, pp. 172-74. No account of the reaction of the Tejanos is known: Letter
from Professor David M. Vigness to Weber, Texas Tech University, Oct.
28, 1971. In California, as in New Mexico, Independence was celebrated
with a day of festivities, but the description of this event, published in the
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Gaceta del Gobierno Imperial de Mexico, Aug. 3, 1822, is terse. The oath
of allegiance to the new government was followed by "a majestic church
function, continuous vivas, salvos of fusils and cannons, music, illuminations, as much as was believed conducive to the full celebration of such a
happy day." The celebration probably resembled that of Santa Fe, which
Melgares described more fully.
3. See, for example, Francisco de Thoma, Historia popular de Nuevo
MeXico (New York, 1896), pp. 154-55.
4. Javier Ocampo, Las ideas de un dfa. El pueblo mexicano ante la
consumaci6n de su Independencia (Mexico, 1969), p. 48. Ocampo studied
144 tOwns and found that three celebrated Independence as late as April
1822 (p. 327, n. 4).
5. See, for example, Bloom, vol. I, p. 141.
6. Proclamation from the Viceroy Conde de Venadito, Mexico, March
3, 1821. Copy in the Spanish Archives of New Mexico, State Records
Center (SANM), no. 2969. See also R. E. Twitchell, The Spanish Archives
of New Mexico (Cedar Rapids, 1914), vol. 2.
7. Ayuntamiento of Mexico City, March 3, 1821, copied in Santa Fe,
May 10, 1821, and also signed by Severino Martinez. Ibid.
8. Report of Francisco Velasco, Secretary, Chihuahua City, Aug. 28,
1821; Garda Conde to the troops, Chihuahua, Aug. 26, 1821; Melgares
[to Garda Conde], Santa Fe, Sept. I I, 1821, copy from book of borradores. SANM, no. 2970. The original reply of Melgares may be in the
Instituto Nacional de Antropologia e Historia, Mexico, in Serie Guatemala,
to which I did not have access. See Ocampo, p. 327, n. 8.
9. Spanish-born Melgares who, as a young lieutenant, fruitlessly pursued Zebulon Montgomery Pike across the plains in 1806, still awaits a
biography. A tentative effort based on insufficient documentation is Thomas
M. Bolkan, "Facundo Melgares and the Northern Frontier of New Spain"
(M.A. thesis, University of New Mexico, 1965).
10. "Triunfo de la libertad Mexicana," Puebla, Aug. 9, 182 I, SANM,
nos. 2970 and 3004. A report from Durango, Sept. 18, 1821, copied in
Santa Fe, Oct. 28, 1821 (SANM, no. 3029) told of that city's adherence to
Iturbide's cause.
.
I I. Announcement, Mexico, Oct. 4, 1821, signed by Melgares in Santa
Fe, Nov. 30, 1821, and copied in Santa Fe on Dec. 5, 1821, by Juan Rafael
Ortiz. "Acta de Independencia del Imperio," Mexico, Sept. 28, 1821, copied
in Santa Fe on Dec. 4, 1821, by Juan Rafael Ortiz. SANM, no. 3066.
12. See, for example, Garda Conde to Melgares, Nov. 14, 1821, which
reached Melgares by Dec. 13. SANM, no. 3074 and nos. 3045, 3047, copied
in Chihuahua on Nov. 14, probably also reached Santa Fe by midDecember.
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13. See, for example, Twitchell, Old Santa Fe, p. 179; Marc Simmons,
Spanish Government in New Mexico (Albuquerque, 1968), p. 50.
14. Decree from the Soberana Junta Provisional Gobernativa, Mexico,
Oct. 6, 1821. Copy in SANM, no. 3046.
15. See George Tays, Revolutionary California: The Political History
of California from 1820-1848 (Berkeley, 1934, a revised version of Tays'
Ph.D. thesis of 1932), p. 96.
16. Bancroft, p. 309. Twitchell, apparently in agreement, ends his first
volume of Leading Facts, p. 481, with this quote from Bancroft.
17. Ocampo, pp. 16,24.
18. Eleanor B. Adams, "Viva EI Rey," NMHR, vol. 35 (1960), pp.
28 4-9 2 .
19. Thomas James, Three Years Among the Mexicans and the Indians
(Chicago, 1962), pp. 14°-42.
20. Simmons, pp. 214-16. The elite did take advantage of Mexican
Independence, however, to foster a previously prohibited trade with the
United States. On November 16, before news of Iturbide's final triumph
reached New Mexico, William Becknell had entered Santa Fe and was
permitted to trade. Thomas James, if his memory can be relied upon in
this case, had learned of Independence before reaching Santa Fe on
December I, and was also allowed to trade. Governor Melgares himself
cooperated with these two foreign merchants. See Becknell's "Journals,"
Missouri Historical Review, vol. 4 (1910), p. 77, and James, pp. 125, 128,
13 6.
21. Ocampo, p. 46, finds it impossible to assess the reaction of the lower
class to Independence in Mexico generally.
22. From an anthropological perspective, too, Melgares' account may be
disappointing. He does not provide sufficient details about the leadership or
financing of the celebration to draw the kinds of conclusions that Marsha
C. Kelly did in "Las fiestas como reBejo del orden social: el caso de San
Xavier del Bac," America Indigena, vol. 31 (1971), pp. 141-61.
23. Description of the celebration in Santa Fe to commemorate the
oath and proclamation of Iturbide as Emperor, Santa Fe, Dec. 20, 1822,
Mexican Archives of New Mexico, State Records Center, Santa Fe, Miscellaneous, 1822, reel I, frames 1486-1492.
24. General Pedro Celestino Negrete, a fierce and prominent royalist
who, like Iturbide, changed sides to support Independence.
25. Fighting for Iturbide, Negrete took Durango after a three-week
battle in which he was struck in the mouth by a bullet.
26. A loa (derived from loar, to praise or approve) was, in the sense
that Melgares used it, a dramatic poem celebrating an illustrious person.
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THE TEXAN-SANTA FE EXPEDITION OF 1841

CHARLES R. MCCLURE

IN

1841 New Mexico was a frontier department plagued by
foreign encroachments, Indian depredations, and unpatriotic
citizens. At least this was the situation as seen by Governor and
Commandant General Manuel Armijo. The Santa Fe Trail had
brought not only substantial profits to New Mexico but also many
foreigners who were constant trouble for the governor. The
Navajo, Apache, Comanche, and Ute were virtually unchecked
along the frontier, and there was widespread killing and huge
property loss. Worse, there was the fear that many Mexicans were
sympathetic to Texan and American schemes of annexation. In
this maze of problems, Armijo in 1840 received reports of an impending invasion by the rebellious Texans. As governor of New
Mexico, Armijo had the responsibility to defend and preserve the
Department for Mexico.
Perhaps the best known account of the Texan-Santa Fe expedition is Narrative of the Texan-Santa Fe Expedition by George
Wilkins Kendall, a journalist who accompanied it. His account
and other personal recollections by Thomas Falconer, Franklin
Combs, and Cayton Erhard are one-sided accounts exhibiting the
well-known Anglo prejudice against the New Mexicans. Later
relation of the expedition by such historians as Hubert Howe
Bancroft, Ralph Emerson Twitchell, and William Binkley give
more credible accounts employing both Mexican and Texan
sources. In The Texan Santa Fe Pioneers Noel M. Loomis provides the most extensive account of the expedition. As the title
indicates, however, Loomis concludes that the Texans were en-
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gaged in a peaceful trade mission and that the New Mexicans were
treacherous in their dealings with them. 1
Information contained in the Mexican Archives of New Mexico
and the Huntington Library indicates that historians should reevaluate the role that the New Mexicans played in the TexanSanta Fe expedition. These sources show that Governor Manuel
Armijo was not the bumbling incompetent despot that some writers
have pictured. Rather, he was a pragmatic administrator caught
amidst the ambitions of the United States and the Republic of
Texas, an unconcerned national government in Mexico City,
numerous hostile Indian tribes which periodically· rampaged the
Department, and financial instability that hamstrung all operations of government. In the face of these crises, Governor Armijo
successfully defended the Department of New Mexico from the
Texan invaders.
Little attempt at secrecy concerning the expedition was made
by President Mirabeau B. Lamar of Texas. Newspapers in Austin
and St. Louis carried accounts of the proposed journey. After
months of hesitation, the expedition left Texas on June 20, 1841,2
for the purpose of extending control over Texan domain as interpreted from the Treaty of Velasco of May 14, 1836. (Article 3 of
which stated that Mexican control was to extend only to the area
south of the Rio Grande del Norte, all lands north belonging to
the Territory of Texas). Also-paradoxically-they hoped to establish peaceful commercial relations with the Mexicans. In preparing the expedition, Lamar previously had sent trader William
G. Dryden to Santa Fe in 1840 to further Texan interests. On
March 10, 184 I, Dryden reported:
. . . every American, and more than two thirds of the Mexicans, and
all of the Pueblo Indians are with us heart and soul; and whenever
they have heard of your sending troops, there had been rejoicing;
and indeed I have talked many times with the governor, and he says
he would be glad to see the day of your arrival in' this country, as he
feels well-assured that no aid· will be sent from below....3
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If the purpose of the expedition was to establish commercial relations 4 it is interesting to note the emphasis placed on the sending
of troops, not merchants. Dryden's observations appear to be more
Texan exaggeration than fact. His statement that he had conferred many times with the governor is not substantiated by the
governor's papers. Furthermore, while there was some discontent
on the part of a few New Mexicans it was not as great as Dryden
reported. 5
Nonetheless, with false information such as this and with prospects of territorial and economic gain, this legally unauthorized expedition of three hundred and twenty men under the command of
Colonel Hugh McLeod departed for Santa Fe. The actual journey
was one of poor leadership and and extreme hardship. Personal
accounts of the trek thoroughly discuss the starvation, Indian raids,
and undisciplined troops. The men in the expedition had little
knowledge of the desert they were about to cross. The originally
expected five hundred miles to Santa Fe became more than one
thousand after backtracking and misdirection. The expedition left
too late in the year to find adequate grass and water. This
"merchant caravan"-as the newspapers termed it-included two
hundred and seventy troops and approximately fifty merchants,
along with one brass howitzer. The group had more men than
necessary to fend off the Indians, yet too few to attack a foreign
nation. 6
Although New Mexico was removed from main communication
lines, news of the invasion filtered in to Armijo. In March 1840
Armijo was informed that approximately five hundred Texans
were on the way to Taos. 7 While this report proved to be false, it
does show that the governor had the necessary time to prepare for
the Texans. In his correspondence with the Mexican Minister of
War, Armijo gives an accurate account of the events leading to the
actual arrival <?f the Texans in September and October of 184 I.
"". Armijo's concern over the. expected invasion is clearly evident.
By June I 8Ljhhe rhad become. alarmed by the attitude of some New
Mexicans: 'fMany of the people expect better conditions from the
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Texans and thus refuse to help defend this land."s Perhaps he
overstated his position in order to receive aid from the central
government, but he did have definite cause for concern. Since the
opening of trade with the United States in 1821, the people had
looked more to the north for goods and supplies, than to the south. 9
The constant theme running through Armijo's letters to the
Minister of War was the need for more troops. When it became
apparent that troops would not be sent simply because of a
threatened Texan attack, Armijo resorted to forwarding reports
about revolutionaries in the Department and Indian attacks in the
surrounding areas. In July 1840 Armijo reported that he had just
concluded an unfavorable treaty with the Navajo because he could
not make war against them with so few troopS.lO In another letter,
dated July 12, Armijo reported that only the priests could be
trusted to be patriotic. l1 Although there doubtless was dissatisfaction in New Mexico, Armijo's contention that the populace was
ready to rebel is not substantiated by other documents for that year.
A better explanation might be that the governor was using all possible methods to obtain troops. At worst the inhabitants were
apathetic, not rebellious.
It is true that the troops under Armijo's command were not in
good condition. The presidio in Santa Fe could list but 107 men in
March 1840, and the militia was in worse shape. Records show
that many men who on paper were in the militia actually did not
serve. Within the jurisdiction of Santa Fe, the muster rolls show
526 men as part of the militia. Of this number only thirty-four
were categorized as can armas en mana (with arms in hand). This
condition was the rule for other jurisdictions such as San Juan,
Rio Abajo, Albuquerque, and Cochiti. Although the army appeared quite powerful on paper, it had little actual strength. 12
The military suffered from paucity of supplies and poor equipment. After Mexican Independence, the Spanish system for supplying the troops had been maintained. With payments one month
to one year behind schedule, scant financial assistance from Mexico
City, and inadequate training of the soldiers, it is a wonder that
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the troops performed as well as they did. 13 The arrangement by
which the soldiers had to maintain their equipment at their own
expense made effective armament difficult. Armijo tried to maintain frequent inspections, to no avail. 14 A typical reply concerning
payment of troops from the Minister of vVar to Armijo was that
sufficient funds had been provided, and he was to fight the barbarians and to make do with what he had. Hi The official must have
become somewhat piqued at Armijo's constant requests, for the
following day he wrote that less correspondence from Armijo
would save paper and considerable expense to the government. 16
Losing hope of receiving assistance from Mexico City, while
reports concerning the Texan invasion continued, Armijo was
forced to rally his people to the defense of the country. In a proclamation on July 16, 1840, the governor warned the citizens of the
approaching Texan rebels. He asked whether the people were will~
ing to be reduced to slavery, whether they would allow the destruction of their religion, and whether they would fight for their
beloved country. Following this appeal to patriotism he ordered
the following:
.
Any man over sixteen years of age, upon hearing news of an
attack on the departmental frontiers is immediately ordered to
report to the nearest political or military authority with his arms.
2. No person shall leave the department for the area held by the
enemy for any reason whatsoever.
3. No person is to supply the enemy with articles of war or give any
form of aid to them.
4. Foreigners who are naturalized citizens have the same obligations
as Mexicans of natural birth. Foreigners not naturalized shall
observe complete neutrality.
5. Those persons who fail to observe these declared ordinances of
the law will be punished to the full extent of the law without
remission .17
1.

In this proclamation the governor's tone was both patriotic and
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forceful. He could not fight a war without support from his countrymen, and it was his duty as governor and commandant general
to rally the people to the defense of New Mexico.
Although, with the passing of September 1840, Armijo realized
that a Texan expedition would not arrive that year, he became
more convinced that Texan conspirators were already in New
Mexico. During October 1840 a plot to assassinate Armijo was discovered in Santa Fe. Nothing of substance was proved in the trial
of Julian Garda and Tomas Valencia except that they strongly
disliked the policies of Armijo and wanted to kill him. Judging
from the questions that the civil authorities asked these two men,
it appears that the court thought they were in the service of Texas,
but nothing was proved except their guilt. IS
In the early months of 184 I Armijo continued his efforts to
strengthen his troops and to organize the militia. Recent reports
from the Comanche Indians told of having seen the T ejanos and
indicated that they would arrive in Santa Fe in the autumn.
Armijo was much alarmed fearing that the Texans would make an
alliance with the Comanche against the Mexicans. On June 3 he
notified the Minister of War that he needed troops and ammunition, hinting that the chance of a Comanche-Texan alliance was
now a definite possibility.19 By this time the Minister of War had
~~geived similar reports from other sources and promised help.
Orders came from Mexico City telling Armijo to defend New
Mexico at all costs. More important, troops and money would be
sent to him for use as he saw fit. Finally, a well-organized plan of
defense against the Texans was drawn up. Armijo would, maintain
his forces along the eastern frontier, guarding against Indi~h unrest and advance parties from Texas. Francisco Garda Conde
governor of Chihuahua, woud bring fresh troops and ammunition
as soon as possible. The Minister of War wrote that it would be
best to meet the Texans before they entered any populated areas,
inasmuch as the patriotism of the people was still in question.
Above all, Armijo was not to enter into any relations or agreements with the Texan rebels but was to obtain their immediate
surrender. 20
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While authorities organized policy outside. the department,
Armijo was not idle in establishing a plan within. New Mexico.
Trusted friends and officials \\;ere given specific duties: Antonio
Sandoval was to watch for Indian trouble in the north; Vicar Juan
Ortiz was to arouse public spirit in support of the government;
Mariano Chavez was ordered to command the militia in Santa Fe; .
and scouting parties under Damasio Salazar and Santiago Ulibarri
were to guard the eastern frontier. In addition, one hundred pesos
were offered to any person supplying definite information about
the location of the Texans.21
Further complications developed when Armijo received reports
impugning the loyalty of two of his most trusted militia captains,
Juan Andres Archuleta and Felipe Sena. On August 5 these men
were investigated on suspicion of having knowledge of the enemy.
Although Archuleta was second in command of the departmental
armies, proceedings were initiated. Both defendants denied any
connection with the Texans or knowledge of their whereabouts.
Archuleta and Sena were exonerated, and Archuleta went to Taos
to command the militia. 22
Many foreigners in Santa Fe became concerned for their lives
and property in the event of an actual battle. In a letter to the
governor, dated September 14, Manuel Alvarez, United States
consul, demanded that foreigners in New Mexico be treated as
neutrals and that their property be respected. 23 Armijo replied,
"Citizens of .countries friendly to Mexico will be protected· and
respected in accordance with treaties in effect."24 Nevertheless,
when Armijo left the capital on September 16 to fight the Texans,
some irate Mexicans entered the Alvarez horne and gave him a
severe beating. Guadalupe Miranda, secretary to the governor, dispersed the rabble and apologized to Alvarez. 25
. By September 1841 Armijo was prepared. Citizens and spies
were on constant watch for the invaders, the militia had been
organized in Taos under Juan Archuleta, and, on September 16,
Antonio Sandoval arrived in Santa Fe to act as head of state while
Armijo led his forces to San Miguel. Half-starved, ragged and
weak, the Texans were in no shape to fight a war.
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Owing to the poor condition of many of the men in the expedition, on August 30, Colonel McLeod, at Camp Resolution, had
been obliged to divide the command:
However impolitic it may be considered to divide a command, in this
instance such a course could not be avoided. We were completely
lost, and without power of moving forward; our provisions ... were
now almost entirely exhausted, with only poor beef enough each day
to support nature; and in addition we were surrounded by a large and
powerful tribe of well-mounted Indians. 26

Captain William Cooke, with approximately one hundred of the
strongest men carrying provisions for only five days, was to march
ahead to San Miguel with the best animals. Colonel McLeod
would remain behind with the rest of the command and continue
as best he could. The five-day journey to San Miguel turned into
a two-week battle against starvation and Indians.
On September 16 an advance party of five Texans, including
George Kendall, was captured by Captain Damasio Salazar and
his command of sixty-eight Mexicans. Salazar later reported that
upon meeting the Texans he told them they could not enter the
Department without first removing their arms. After some consultation the Texans complied. Two of the captives, probably George
Kendall and William Lewis, demanded to see the governor, but
Salazar informed them that this could not be arranged at that time.
After conferring with his officers, Salazar decided that the Texans
were spies and should be executed. Had not Gregorio Vigil interceded and argued that only Governor Armijo had authority to
execute prisoners, all five Texans most certainly would have been
shot,27
Kendall's version is similar to Salazar's except for the personal
slurs against the Mexicans. 28 He did exaggerate the strength of
Salazar's force, which he places at over one hundred men. He also
wrote that Salazar was a most ignorant man, unable to read or
write. 29 This is impossible, for Salazar wrote complete reports to
Armijo.

McCLURE: TEXAN-SANTA FE EXPEDITION

53

While the five Texan captives marched to San Miguel, Armijo
passed them going in the opposite direction. Armijo paused long
enough to express his need for an interpreter. William Lewis
stepped forward to offer his services and went back With Armijo to
meet the remainder of the Texans. On September 17 Salazar and
Lewis found the remainder of the Cooke party at Anton Chico.
Lewis told Captain Cooke that it would be futile to fight. Armijo
with three thousand men was only twelve hours away. After Lewis
pledged his Masonic word of honor that his fellow Texans would
not be taken prisoners, that they would receive food and be welltreated, Cooke ordered his men to lay down their arms. They were
immediately tied up and their property confiscated. The next
morning Armijo arrived with fifteen hundred men and held a
council of war to decide their fate. Franklin Combs, one of the
captives, later stated that the council decided by one vote not to
execute the prisoners. Within the next week the Cooke portion of
the expedition had begun its long, tedious march to Mexico City.30
Armijo then made his headquarters at Las Vegas and planned
his strategy for the capture of the McLeod party-still out on the
prairie. He ordered Juan Andres Archuleta and a small reconnaissance party to search for the Texans. Archuleta found them at
Laguna Colorada on October 4. He demanded immediate surrender, but McLeod asked for time to consult his companions. He
promised to reply at nine o'clock the next morning. During the
night Archuleta, who was well entrenched near the Texans, was
reinforced by sixty rurales from Taos. This brought his total
strength to 233 men. The Texans were now completely surrounded. McLeod had little choice and surrendered his command
of 172 weak, starved, and scurvy-ridden men. On October 6
Archuleta took the captives' cannon and arms, and the next day
these Texans also began their long march to Mexico City.3!
Armijo's success prompted public celebrations throughout New
Mexico. Proclamations offering Texan annexation of New Mexico
were burned. In an official proclamation to the inhabitants of the
Department, Armijo saluted and congratulated them for their
prowess in defeating the Texan bandits:
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You hesitated not one moment in taking arms when the country
called you to its defense.... The enemies of our national integrity,
who today by some mistake occupy the fertile territory of Texas,
and who tried to extend from there the limits of that territory ... ,
have metwith the intrepid and bellicose nature of the New Mexicans.
Be assured that with the perserverance and valor that you have
given our nation, no enemy will accomplish such depraved plots as
this. 32

While the hapless Texans marched some two thousand miles to
Mexico City, there to be imprisoned,33 Armijo was praised by the
federal government for a job well done.
In spite of the complete failure of the Santa Fe expedition of
184 I, talk in the Lone Star Republic of expansionistic expeditions
continued. Once the captives returned to Texas in 1842, plans
were made to retaliate against the so-called treachery of Armijo,
Salazar, and Lewis. In 1843 an expedition under the command of
Jacob Snively was commissioned for "intercepting and capturing
the property of the Mexican traders who may pass through the
territory of the Republic to and from Santa Fe."34 Some raids were
made, but the majority of the expedition returned to Texas when
Captain Philip St. George Cooke of the United States Army disarmed the band after they had crossed into United States
territory.35
.
Manuel Armijo viewed these Texans as enemies of the Mexican
nation. It would be unrealistic to conclude that the Mexican government had any other policy toward Texas at this time. Circulars
issued by the Mexican government to the diplomatic corps in
Mexico City reminded them of the state of war between Texas
and Mexico. 36 While apologists for the Texan-Santa Fe expedition may argue that New Mexico was part of Texas because of the
Treaty of Velasco, the Mexicans entertained no such belief. When
Governor Manuel Armijo found an armed body of Texans approaching New Mexico, he treated them as an invading army and
preserved the Department of New Mexico for the national government.
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TOME VS. VALENCIA, 1846
edited by GILBERTO ESPINOSA

ON

of March 1846 the curate at the parish
church of Valencia, a small village on the Rio Grande (now in
Valencia County) a few miles west of the village of Tome, was the
Reverend Jose de Jesus Baca. His jurisdiction included the parish
and church at Tome.
Customarily, the Catholic population of Tome would invite the
curate to celebrate Easter Week ceremonies for his entire jurisdiction at their church. For some reason, dissension had been mounting between these two neighboring villages-perhaps over their
relative importance, perhaps over the strict supervision exercised by
Curate Baca. Generally, bitter feelings seemed to be confined to
certain village leaders and factions.
Be all this as it may, in this particular year the faithful of Tome
had failed to extend to the curate the usual invitation to conduct
the Easter Week rites at the church of Tome. Deeply offended by
this obvious slight, the curate announced that this year the services
would be held in his chapel at Valencia and, in order to emphasize
the solemnity of the occasion, he began making plans to remove all
the santos from the chapel in Tome and take them to Valencia.
On the twenty-second day of March 1846 Father Baca, either
unaware or unconcerned that his plan had been brought to the
attention of the faithful of Tome, appeared in the village accompanied by several followers from Valencia. He claimed that he was
confronted in the plaza by a well-armed group of men, under the
leadership of the justice of the peace of Tome, Jose Manuel
Sanchez. Just. what transpired in the plaza on this day is not
THE TWELFTH DAY
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exactly clear despite the lengthy investigation which followed.
Only this is certain. The curate, realizing the futility of attempting
to remove the santos from the chapel, abandoned his plans and dismissed his followers.
The issue was not settled in the plaza, however. Excercising his
prerogatives as parish priest, as well as his authority as ecclesiastical
judge of the same jurisdiction, Curate Baca filed charges against
justice of the peace Jose Manuel Sanchez. He accused him of assembling a turbulent mob, of conspiring to oppose his spiritual
authority in Church matters in violation of Canon Law, and of
committing abominable crimes, all of which called for dire punishment. These charges were referred to Manuel Armijo, then governor of New Mexico, and quick action followed. Sanchez was suspended from office and placed in the common jail; the accusations
were referred to Antonio Sandobal, Judge of the First Instance,
Third Judicial District, with directions to proceed to a summary
.
investigation and trial.
Sanchez made a statement denying all charges. He had called
the men of his jurisdiction to assemble with their arms in the plaza
of Tome in response to orders from the prefect of that district; a
declaration of war by the Navajo nation necessitated passing in
review all the able-bodied men of the village in preparation for the
common defense.
Some eight witnesses testified at the trial. The accusations
against the justice were found to be totally without proof or merit
in the eyes of the law and such was reported by the court to Governor Armijo. After reviewing the collated evidence, the governor
returned the file to the presiding judge with instructions that he
enter his decree according to his findings without further executive
intervention. Strangely, however, the governor continued his intervention, stating that the justice of the peace of Tome had been
the cause of these commotions, and that his dismissal was to be
definitive!
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.
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Neither the President of the Republic nor the Governors of the
Departments, who, by virtue of the authority entrusted to each
one in accordance with the Organic Law, are responsible for
prompt administration of justice, are permitted to interfere in the
merits of civil or criminal causes or in the order of presentation and
procedures.
Article 2 of the Supreme Enactment of January 30, 1845.

Editors of El Provisional of Chihuahua:
Tome, New Mexico, May 8,1846
Dear Sirs:
Will you please order printed as a supplement to the newspaper
which you edit the attached transcript of proceedings instituted
against me by order of his Excellency, Governor D. Manuel
Armijo before the judge of the first instance of this district. Because it is generally known in this Department that I was held for
ten days, fettered, in the public jail, some may consider me a very
criminal person, and in order that the public may do me the justice
I deserve I again beg you to print this supplement, for which
favor I shall ever be grateful.
Your respectful servant who kisses your hands

Jose Manuel Sanchez Baca
Alcalde Judge of the First Instance:
I, citizen Jose Manuel Sanchez, ex-justice of the peace of Tome,
appear before you in due legal form and without prejudice to my
rights and claims. And I state that in order to make the appeals
that may be expedient in regard to the false charges made against
me by the priest D. Jose de Jesus Baca, the incumbent curate of
this jurisdiction, I petition and beg you, in accordance with justice,
to be pleased to order that I be given a certified copy of the pro-
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ceedings had before this court in the hearing of the false accusation
filed against me, to be appended to this petition. I protest, and as
necessary &c.
Tome, April 15,1846
Jose Manuel Sanchez

Varelas, April 15, 1846
The foregoing having been presented and received, let the matter proceed as the law provides and the party requests. I, the Judge
of the First Instance of the Third District, so decreed, ordered, and
signed before two corroborating witnesses with whom I act in the
absence of a notary public, since there is none. All this is done pursuant to law, to which I attest.
Antonio Sandobal
Corroborating witness, Juan Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio Constante

Ecclesiastical Court of Tome
Excellent Sir:
As the result of not having been invited to conduct the Holy
Week ceremonies [pasos] by my parishioners of Tome as has been
the custom, I joined with the rest of my parishioners, residents of
Valencia, in determining that the sermons be preached with customary solemnity in the chapel of Valencia, which is my residence
and the headquarters of my curacy. To this effect I determined that
the necessary sacred images belonging to my parish be brought to
Valencia. But disgracefully, day before yesterday, when I was
about to carry out my decision, I was prevented from so doing by
an unruly gathering of armed persons under the justice of the
peace D. Jose Manuel Sanchez, who had previously conspired
gratuitously against me and denied all my appeals for assistance in
my efforts to carry out duties of high ecclesiastical importance for
the spiritual good of the faithful souls. In order to forestall a sad
catastrophe I personally confronted the factious people headed by
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Sanchez who at that time was privately ensconced within the public government buildings of Tome. With words I attempted to
calm this depraved and tumultuous outcry, pointing out that I was
the ecclesiastical judge and vicar of that place. On this authority I
had ordered that the images aforesaid be removed to the chapel
indicated [Valencia] so that they might be rendered the ceremonies
and homage which recalls the tender passion of the redemption of
mankind. All resulted in vain, Excellent Sir. My exhortations were
received with scorn. Indeed, these Pharisees became more violent
in their determination to deprive me of the active jurisdiction I
possess in my parish. And considering their offensiveness and
hatred, and to avoid further disgraceful disturbances, I suspended
my determination. A crime so abominable, on this occasion, merits
the religious attention of your Excellency ip order that law and
justice be directed against these unlawful acts as your prudence determines. Not only has there been offense against my authority,
but those sacred Canons which prohibit the laity to interfere in
ecclesiastical matters have been trampled underfoot. I trust in the
upright sense of justice of your Excellency that you will take action
in order that the leaders who promoted such barbarous incidents
may be castigated with full rigor of law.
God preserve your Excellency for many years.
Tome, March 23, 1846

Jose de Jesus Baca
His Excellency General D. Manuel Armijo
Superior Government of the Department
There having been received by this government an official communication wherein the Curate D. Jose de Jesus Baca manifests
,that the.,justice of the peace of Tome has incited a revolutionary
riot to impede him in his ecclesiastical functions, I notify you to
send with all possible'dispatch an order to the justice of the peace
of Valencia to send the proper substitute to Tome to take over that
court and to inform the accused judge of his suspension, sending
him immediately under the necessary guard to your court in order
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that there be a prompt hearing according to law because he deserves to be punished with full vigor of law for the scandalous
crime he has committed against the ecclesiastical judge of that
place, and as an example to the public.
You will advise the commissioned judge to advise the judge who
will be placed in charge of the jurisdiction of Tome to advise his
subordinates that if in the future they again interfere with the
functions of the incumbent curate of that place, in such event my
indulgence will not be extended to the 'unruly populace and I will
notify the presiding judge to include them in the indictment and
imposition of such punishment as the law provides for the actual
leaders. I send you the communication of Curate Baca so that it
may serve as the caption of this prosecution in the information of
the charges. I urge your active attention in this matter and that the
delinquents be kept under strict guard until sentence is passed on
their crime with that penalty to which the law condemns them.
I take this occasion to repeat to you my appreciation and esteem.
God and Liberty.
Alburquerque, March 25,1846.

Manuel Armijo
Judge of the First Instance D. Antonio Sandobal
Varelas
Caption of the Proceedings
In the villa of Alburquerque, head of this district, on the twentysixth day of the month of March 1846, I, D. Antonio Sandobal,
Constitutional Alcalde of this municipality and Judge of the First
Instance, inasmuch as now, eight o'clock in the morning, I have
received official notice from his Excellency Governor D. Manuel
Armijo in which is set forth information to the court to the effect
that on the twenty-second day of this month there was an unlawful
rising of armed persons in Tome, headed by the justice of the
peace of that demarcation D. Jose Manuel Sanchez, against the
incumbent curate of that place D. Jose de Jesus Baca in a tumultuous manner which denied to the curate his ecclesiastical prerog-
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atives, contrary to Canon Law, as is set forth by report of said
curate, dated the twenty-third of the present month, directed to his
Excellency the Governor, and in order that the matter may be investigated and the delinquents properly punished, I ordered a summons issued under this caption. I so provided, ordered, and signed
with my corroborating witnesses with whom I act according to law
for lack of a notary public, since there is none, and on the present
common paper for known lack of sealed paper, to all of which I
attest.
Antonio Sandobal
Corroborating witness, Juan Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio Maria Lucero

Decree and report of action taken
At the same place and date I ordered the justice of the peace of
Tome suspended from office and his imprisonment and that he be
sent in safe custody as the accused. And in order that this may be
of record, I drew up this statement over my rubric. The original
communication by said Curate D. Jose de Jesus Baca is to be appended to the proceedings, and I by this so decreed, ordered, and
signed, to which I attest.
Antonio Sandobal
Corroborating witness, Juan Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio Maria Lucero

Court of the justice of the peace of Valencia
At the moment there came into my hands the superior order,
dated the twenty-fifth of the present month, which his Excellency
the Governor of this Department saw fit to direct to me, I gave the
matter due and punctual attention in every respect as ordered.
Accordingly, D. Jose Manuel Sanchez is appearing to answer to
that court the charges which incriminate him. He is not going
under safe custody as the orders to me state because he handed himself over with sufficient willingness in order to do so of his own
accord.
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I have the honor to offer you assurances of respect and cordial
affection. God and Law.
Valencia, March 27,1846.

Salvador Gonzalez
Judge of the First Instance of the
Third District D. Antonio Sandobal
Declaration of the accused, Jose Manuel Sanchez
In the same villa on the twenty-eighth day of the month of
March 1846, the suspended justice of the peace of Tome Jose
Manuel Sanchez appeared before me, D. Antonio Sandobal, judge
of this cause, and made this preliminary statement, which was
taken for the purpose of ascertaining the issues which are before
the court. And I accepted his protest, not made under oath, and I
having informed him of the accusation made by Curate D. Jose de
Jesus Baca, he declared: That having on the afternoon of the
twenty-first received a circular issued by the Prefect of this District,
to the effect that inasmuch as war had been declared by the Navajo
nation, he should assemble the men of his jurisdiction, well-armed
and provisioned, to pursue the enemy, and feeling that it would be
proper to conduct such operations with the people under his command, he gave orders that they should assemble at the public
buildings of Tome on the twenty-second, as it was a feast day and
a good opportunity to assemble them for review and make necessary arrangements. At this time, he was informed that the curate
was arriving and headed toward the public buildings. He went out
to receive him and greeted him. The curate told him that he
wanted nothing from him; that he did not even want to talk to
him, that his business was with the people. In view of such disrespect toward him, he [Sanchez] retired to his quarters and went
about his business. Asked if he knew what conversations had been
had between the curate and the people; he declared that he knew
nothing more than that; that while busy with his affairs and preparing his lists, he heard loud talking and he went out and gave
orders. to the people to quiet down. And then he saw the curate
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leave with no more to say than that he would close the parish
church. And with regard to the accusations of which he has been
notified, he asked that the tribunal bring his accuser before him;
that up to this point he considers the fact that [accusing· him] of
such a crime was calumny, and said calumny without basis or
merit. Asked what else he knew in the premises, he declared that
he knew nothing more; that what he had stated was true, and he
affirmed this twice and more. In conclusion, he gave his name as
Jose Manuel Sanchez, married, occupation farmer, age 34, and
that he is a citizen of the demarcation of Tome, signing this his
declaration before me and my corroborating witnesses, to which I
attest.
Antonio Sandohal
Jose Manuel Sanchez
Corroborating witness, Juan Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio Maria Lucero

Decree
Immediately on the same date I, the Judge of the First Instance,
certify that from the proceedings shown in the papers which follow, it appears there is nothing more against the suspended justice·
than the accusations which the curate makes against him, and for
the investigation of the .matter I should and do order that the
aforesaid suspended judge be held prisoner on the evidence until
his accuser sustain with true proof the charges made; for which
purpose the said curate is summoned to appear on the thirtieth of
the current month with his proofs and other matters he may
consider pertinent. And so it may be of record, I signed with my
corroborating witnesses, to which I attest.
Antonio Sandohal
Corroborating witness, Jose Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio Maria Lucero
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Court of the First Instance of the Third District
The official notice which is dated the twentieth-eighth of the
month that is ending that was transmitted to that Ecclesiastical
Court in your charge was mistakenly done, in that this Court of
the First Instance not having a judge qualified in legal procedure
with whom consultation might be had, an involuntary mistake is
easily made. Therefore, the invalidity of said notice is manifest,
and consequently your presence in this court is without prejudice
to the continuation of this trial of the accused, full faith and
credence being given to the official notice which that Ecclesiastical
Court sent to his Excellency the Governor, which he has at hand.
God and Liberty.
Varelas, March 20, 1846.
Antonio Sandobal

Curate of Tome, D. Jose de Jesus Baca

Court of the First Instance of the Third District
In order to clarify the accusations which the curate of this
jurisdiction, D. Jose de Jesus Baca, has made against the justice
of the peace of the same place, D. Jose Manuel Sanchez, it is
absolutely necessary that you arrange to have appear before this
Court of the First Instance six of the most competent and trustworthy persons who were present on the day of the tumult.
Let this be done with the greatest possible promptness, because
the nature of this case so demands. These gentlemen shall come
with an official notice from you, certifying their names, this for
the information of the Court.
God and Liberty.
Varelas, March 30,1846.
Antonio Sandobal

Substitute Judge of Tome
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Supreme Government of the Department
I herewith attach an official notice which has been addressed
to me by the Vicar of the Department relative to the sacrilegious
uprising which disgracefully broke out in the curacy of Tome so
that with attention thereto and to the law applicable, your Excellency may fully understand the gravity of the crime perpetrated
by Jose Manuel Sanchez who led this diabolic outbreak which
was against the person of an Ecclesiastical Judge, a minister of
the Almighty, and against the holy religion we profess. I again
urge your Excellency that not only the ex-judge Jose Manuel
Sanchez, but also Joaquin Basan, a violent man, a known
trouble-maker, and the real director of this band of ruffians, be
held in rigorous confinement, so that, without delay, a summary
hearing may be had, as I have previously requested, including in
these proceedings all those who were originators of the tumultuous
outbreak, keeping me informed every three days of the course of
the trial and of the confinement of the delinquents, in order that
I may afford all sufficient aid to place on warning barbarians of
this stripe the like of whose acts have never before been witnessed
under the peaceful skies of New Mexico. This government has
the greatest interest that its ecclesiastical laws be respected; these
are the fundamentals of Christian peoples and it is determined
not to spare any means to salvage our laws from the shipwreck to
which complete laxness in allowing crimes to go unpunished
would bring them.
I take advantage of the occasion to offer to your Excellency my
respect and distinguished appreciation. God and Liberty.
Villa of Alburquerque, March 29, 1846.

Manuel Armijo
Judge of the First Instance, D. Antonio Sandobal
Varelas.
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The Ecclesiastical Judge Ordinary of New Mexico
Excellent Sir:
The incumbent curate of Tome, D. Jose de Jesus Baca, in his
report of the twenty-third of the present month, among other
things states to the vicariate that he informed your Excellency
about the attempt and outrage which the inhabitants of Tome
directed against him, on the twenty-second of the same, because of
the plans of said ecclesiastic to remove some of the images of the
parish church to the chapel of Valencia. And he has in person
informed me that he understood that your Excellency took immediate and energetic steps to punish the trouble-makers and
leaders in such an enormous offense. 'On its part, this vicariate
appeals to you and takes the liberty of urging your accredited zeal
and Christian piety, to the end and that this expressed crime not
remain unpunished and that the wrong done to the Holy Church
and its minister be atoned and vindicated.
I take this opportunity to render my respects to your Excellency
and my special consideration. May God guard your Excellency for
many years.
Santa Fe, March 26, 1846.

Juan Felipe Ortiz
Excellent Governor, D. Manuel Armijo
Report

In this same villa on the first day of April 1846, I, the Judge of
the First Instance, bringing the action in this case up to date let
the copy of the previous communication to the judge of Tome
and his reply be added to the record. And in order that it may be of
record, I set down this statement with my rubric, to which I
attest.
Decree continuing matter
Immediately on the same date, I, the judge in this cause, the
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copies referred to in the previous statement having been added to
the record, and for the investigation of the crime charged and in
fulfillment of the caption of the proceedings, the justice of the
peace of Tome having sent the men as requested by this court, I
ordered them to be placed incommunicado separately, in order to
pursue the corresponding investigations with the alcaide Citizen
Anacleto Lopez completely responsible for their custody.
And so that it may be of record, I signed with my corroborating
witnesses, to which I attest.

Antonio Sandobal
Corroborating witness, Jose Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio Marfa Lucero
Court of Tome
Having received your official notice of today, the thirtieth of
the month endIng, I immediately set about fulfilling your
orders and resolved to set them on their way to your court. Since
they were not here I sent for them where their livestock is, in said
compliance of orders~ And they are the following persons who
took part in the gathering: D. Jose Ignacio Salazar, D. Jose
Jaramillo, D. Felipe Ballas, D. Antonio Roybal, D. Jose GOmez,
Jose Maria Lucero. And in due compliance with orders I took
this measure to bring in the individuals who took part in said
gathering. God and Law.
Tome, March 31,1846

n

Juan Salazar
Judge of the First Instance, D. Antonio Sandobal
Ecclesiastical Court of T orne
Having been informed that there is requested from the justice
of the peace of this demarcation, that there appear before the
Court of the First Instance your witnesses to give their declaration
in the pending cause involving D. Jose Manuel Sanchez, and
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observing that the type selected for this are among. the accessories
in the disturbance, who conspired against me, and because at
least three of them should be in prison according to the order of
his Excellency, it appears to me they cannot be witnesses in said
cause, for which reason I bring this to your attention so that these
gentlemen be disqualified; because for the purpose of the declarations sought, it is necessary they be given by impartial persons
who took no part in this matter, and recourse should be had to
those so that they might testify with more veracity.
God guard your Excellency for many years.
Tome, March 3 I, 1846.

Jose de Jesus Baca
Judge of the First Instance, D. Antonio Sandobal
Court of the First Instance
Excellent Sir:
In the prosecution of the criminal cause pending in this court
against the defendant Jose Manuel Sanchez, there were requested
from the substitute judge of Tome, six of the most able and
trustworthy citizens available who would have knowledge of the
incident, to inform us without regard to persons [involved].
Having presented themselves they were kept incommunicado to
avoid the possibility of connivance that cOlild result in their not
giving their true opinion of the case. But at the time the first was
about to testify, an official communication was received from
Curate D. Jose de Jesus Baca, which I reverently transmit to your
Excellency, so that having seen it, your Excellency may have the
goodness to tell me whether the aforesaid communication will
serve as a challenge to [the witnesses], or whether they will
testify as is customary. What I state: seeking your Excellency's
opinion concerning the correct and prompt dispatch of the case,
at the same time I beg indulgence for the errors there may be in
the matter, for I am absolutely without prejudice.
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On this occasion I offer to you the secure assurance of my
respect. God and Justice.
April I, 1846.
Excellent Sir,
D. Antonio Sandohal
Excellent Sir: Governor D. Manuel Armijo
Superior Government of the Department
In view of your official communication and that of Curate
Baca which you enclose, I notify you that in order to summon men
to testify you notify said curate officially so that he may state
those who may be most impartial about this sacrilegious disturbance; and only for this purpose may demands be made to said
curate.
That is, forwarding this communication to said curate, which
will be the only way to avoid greater evils and have the truth of
the incident concerning which this government has probable
evidence come out. This communication and all those sent by
the curate are to be added to the file of the case against the ex·
judge Jose Manuel Sanchez and his proselytes. God and Liberty.
Alburquerque, April I, 1846.
Manuel Armijo
Judge of the First Instance, D. Antonio Sandobal
Varelas
Court of the First Instance of the Third District
I, having reported to his Excellency the Governor, enclosing
your communication of the thirty-first of last month, his Excelle~cy replies as follows: I transmit to you for your information and
in order that you may state officially to this court, who" in your
judgment, are the most impartial persons who witnessed the riot,
in order that the appropriate ones may be summoned for the
clarification of the case before this court against the accused
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citizen Jose Manuel Sanchez. This constitutes a reply to your
communication. God and Law.
Vareias, April 1, 1846.

Antonio Sandobal
Curate, Ecclesiastical Vicar, D. Jose de Jesus Baca
Ecclesiastical Court of Tome
Charged with the mandate of your Excellency, and of his
Excellency's answer, of which I am mindful, I say with reference
to its contents that there are in this place certain persons who did
not participate in the events from which this cause resulted, but
it is not convenient for me to list them because perhaps the other
side would not be satisfied. And in like manner your Excellency
can request them through the present justice of the peace who I
assume is fully advised of those who did not take part, and also
certain other persons from Valencia, who together with the justice
of the peace of Valencia, if it appears to him convenient, which I
believe would be the most prudent way. God guard your Excellency
for many years.
Tome, April 2, 1846.

Jose de Jesus Baca
Antonio Sandobal, Judge of the First Instance of the Third District
Court of the First Instance of the Third District
For the prosecution of the case in this court against the accused
D. Jose Manuel Sanchez, I notify you ,that by Monday next,
which is the sixth of this month, you shall present yourself in
this court, bringing three citizens of your jurisdiction, of established probity, who were in the plaza of Tome on the twentysecond day of March past. You will do so at eight o'clock in the
morning on the day mentioned. God and Liberty.
Varelas, April 3, 1846.

Antonio Sandobal
Substitute Justice of the Peace of Tome
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Court of the FirstInstanceof theThird District
On Monday n~xt, which is the sixth of this month, at two
o'clock in the afternoon, you shall present yourself in this court,
bringing with you three citizens of that jurisdiction of established
probity who were present on the morning of the twenty-second
of March past in the plaza of Tome. You will do this without fail
because the nature of this case for which you are summoned so
requires. God and Liberty.
Varelas, April 3, 1846.

Antonio Sandohal
Justice of the Peace of Valencia
Court of the First Instance of the Third District
In the official mandate which his Excellency the Governor
sent to this court, dated today, among other things he directs me to
place Joaquin Basan in strict confinement, 'inasmuch as he is the
head of the gang of miscreants; and that proceedings against him
be instituted without delay. Therefore I remit this order to you so
that you may have the aforesaid Joaquin Basan present himself
immediately before this court. You will take care this is done as
ordered and you will be held responsible for the slightest fault
or omission which may occur through procrastination or other
motive. God and Law.
Varelas, March 29, 1846.

Antonio Sandohal
Justice of the Peace, Belen
Declaration of Citizen Joaquin Basan
In the villa of Alburquerque on the first day of April 1846, I,
the Judge of the First Instance, D. Antonio Sandobal, presiding
in this cau\e, certify that there appeared before me citizen Joaquin
Basan. I order that his declaration be taken preliminary to the
investigation of the action pending. And he being· present, I
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advised him of the manner and form in which he is held as an
accomplice and in like manner I advised him of his rights; without being under oath, he promised to make true disclosure of
what he knew and he was questioned.
Asked what he knew about the matter under investigation and
to state and relate what he knew, he declared: that having been
requested by his brother-in-law, Jose Manuel Sanchez, to come
and join him after he had been suspended from office, while on
their way his brother-in-law informed him that he came as a
prisoner by order of his Excellency the Governor because of a
crime that had been imputed to him; that he had prevented the
removal of the santos from the church of Tome; that because he
had called the people together to pass review on their firearms
and munitions, which were necessary for their defense, that this
accusation was made against him.
Asked whether he knew or saw that the people of Tome were
assembled and led in a scandalous manner in a riot against the
ecclesiastical judge in violation of sacred Canons. He answered
that in no manner does he know of such action; that it is four
months or more since he has set foot in the church at Tome or in
any private residence in that place; that whenever he had occasion
to go there on business he has travelled only on the roads, without
going to any house.
Asked what more he knew about the matter, he declared that
he knew nothing more, that what he has declared is the truth.
His statement having been read to him, he affirmed twice and
more that it is true and as he made it. And in conclusion he stated
that his name is Joaquin Basan, married, thirty-four years of age,
a resident of Santa Maria de Belen, by occupation a farmer. And
he signed this statement with me and my corroborating witnesses,
to which I attest.
Antonio Sandohal
Joaquin Alejandro Basan
Corroborating witness, Juan Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio Maria Lucero
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Note
On the same date, I, the judge of this cause, having seen the
official communication of the Curate D. Jose de Jesus Baca, in
which he challenges the men who were requested from Tome to
testify in the investigation of this matter, which official communication is included with a request for his Excellency's opinion and/or
his information; and other later action. In order that it may be of
record, I set down this note with my rubric and those of my
corroborating witnesses. I so attest.
Antonio Sandobal
Corroborating witness, Juan Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio Maria Lucero

.·Decree
In the villa of Alburquerque on this I st day of April 1846, I,
the judge of this cause, having received a reply from his Excellency the Governor with attached an official communication
from Curate Baca, I should and do order' that they be appended
to this cause, and I am sending an official communication to the
aforesaid Curate Baca, so that in his reply he may be pleased to
prescribe the persons who are to be summoned for the investigation; and those whom the judge had sent are to return to their
homes to take care of their business. By this decree I so provided,
ordered, and signed, along with my corroborating witnesses. I so
attest.
Antonio Sandobal
Corroborating witness, Juan Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio Maria Lucero

Most Excellent Sir:
Joaquin Alejandro Basan, a Mexican citizen,resident of the
Pueblo of Belen, appears before you with sincere protestations of
consideration and respect and states: He regrets the necessity of
intruding upon your Excellency, present Governor of this Department of New Mexico, if even for a moment, in the midst of your
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many duties and begs you to deign to hear the just plea of a
prisoner detained in jail by order of the Judge of the First Instance
and wrongs suffered for reasons which I do not know. Excellent
Sir: whatever my crimes may be it is evident from the contents of
my preparatory declaration, which was given today, that this is an
offense charged against my brother-in-law, D. Jose Manuel Sanchez, and not against me. The fact is, Excellent Sir, that through a
sister of mine I first learned that Sanchez was being taken to court
to be tried. In such a situation it is only natural to feel human concern. Immediately I hastened to accompany him with those proper
considerations inspired by the precepts of mercy.
I came with him, and before the summons strictly enjoining
him to appear before the aforesaid Tribunal was sent. We two
brothers were of the same mind and we went to pay you a visit.
Your Excellency, with your usual courtesy and good manners, in
accordance with your high character received us. And after fifteen
minutes we took leave of your Excellency and wended our way to
the tribunal referred to. My brother-in-law remained in confinement and I returned to my home where, finding a report that I was
to be tried in the same manner as my brother-in-law, without waiting for my arrest or being served with any order or act of authority,
I appeared before the Tribunal of the First Instance, Third District, which shows my innocence. I asked for the relevant data
which justified my being put on trial. These sacred Guarantees are
those which make our nation a civilized society. To assure these
has ever been the object and the fruit of the enactment of government; these [Guarantees] are not denied even to criminals who
commit in the light of midday and in the midst of plazas the most
notable crimes, because among civilized Mexicans, a criminal is
recognized as a man and even when punished retains his dignity
as such. If he deserves the ultimate penalty he is conducted to the
place of execution without degrading him from his due as a human
being. I do not wish to weary your Excellency further with these
noble considerations which you already have in mind.
I conclud~ by earnestly begging your Excellency to condescend
to allow me a quarter of an hour's audience. By the use of the first
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and most august of your attributes which is to protect from recourse to force and false pretenses, your Excellency will not deny
me this great favor, which will remain graven not only on my
heart but on those of my poor and noble family. I swear I am not
malicious in presenting· this correspondence, asking the use of
pr()per sealed paper be excused, since I cannot obtain the same.
Varelas, April 1,1846.
Joaquin Alejandro Basan

Alburquerque, April 1, 1846
Let the petitioner be set free. He is restrained by this government only from going or being in the town of Tome for a period of
two weeks from this date and from joining the accused, Jose
Manuel Sanchez.
Manuel Armijo

Decree of release
Immediately on the same date, I, the judge in this cause D.
Antonio Sandobal, having received the decree of his Excellency
Governor D. Manuel Armijo, dated as of today, in which there is
ordered the placing at liberty of citizen JoaquIn Basan, and hereby
complying with this order, let the said Basan be given his release
from prison where he is. To this effect, this order is to be delivered
to the alcaide for execution. And this I order and sign with my
corroborating witnesses, to which I attest.
Antonio Sandobal
Corroborating witness, Juan Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio Maria Lucero

Decree
On the third day of the month of April 1846, I, the judge in
this cause, order that whereas by proceedings previously had, I
should and do order that ofJ:.icial notice be issued to the justice of
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the peace of Tome to appear on the sixth day of this month with
three men of unquestioned impartiality and probity, at the hour of
eight in the forenoon. In like manner, let an official notice be sent
to the justice of the peace of Valencia, to appear with three more
men of similar character, on said date at two in the afternoon. I so
provided, ordered and signed by this decree with my corroborating
witnesses, to which I attest.
Antonio Sandohal
Corroborating witness, Juan Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio Maria Lucero
Statement of the Substitute Justice of the Peace of Tome
On the sixth day of April 1846,. there having appeared before
me, D. Antonio Sandobal, Judge of the First Instance, Third District, the substitute justice of the peace of Tome, citizen Juan
Salazar, from whom I received the proper protest under oath
which he made by God our Lord, and with the sign of the Cross,
under which he promised to declare the truth of what he might
know. Being questioned as to his name, status, age, occupation,
and residence, he stated that his name was Juan Salazar, married,
age twenty-six, by profession a farmer, and he is a resident of the
qemarcation of Tome.
Asked if on the morning of March 22, he was in the plaza of
Tome and [if so] to relate and state all he may know; he stated
that on said day he was at said plaza, but that he was in bed with
an attack of illness.
Asked if he knew that on said day there occurred a tumult in
said plaza, who it was that caused this or who were the leaders; he
said he had learned this from some boys who stated that the curate
and the people had a confrontation over some images he desired to
remove from the church, and he does not know how it happened.
Asked if he knew the purpose for which the people met at the
government houses and by whose order, he declared that he knew
they had gathered by the order of the justice D. Jose Manuel
Sanchez, because his informant told him so; with the purpose of
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putting into effect a superior circular order, and to pass them in
review to prepare them for the emergency it referred to.
Asked if he knew or saw that judge D. Jose Manuel Sanchez
engaged in any gross or insulting conduct toward the Ecclesiastical
Judge D. Jose de Jesus Baca, he said he knew nothing. Asked what
else he knew with reference to the matter under consideration, he
declared he knew nothing more, that what he had stated is the
truth.
He affirmed this more than two times under the oath he gave,
signing this his declaration before me and my corroborating witnesses, to which I attest.
Antonio Sandohal
Juan Salazar
Corroborating witness, Juan Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio Maria Lucero

Statement of Jose Maria Flores.
On the sixth day of the month of April 1846, I, the Judge of the
First Instance, D. Antonio Sandobal, judge in this cause, and
there appearing citizen Jose Maria Flores, I took his declaration
under oath which he gave before God our Lord, and with the sign
of the Holy Cross, under which obligation he promised to declare
the truth of what he may know. Being questioned as to his name,
status, age, occupation, and residence, he stated that his name was
Jose Maria Flores, a single man, age twenty-seven, a farmer, and
residentof Tome.
Asked if he was in the plaza of Tome on the morning of the
twenty-second of March, to relate and state all he may know; he
stated that he knew nothing, for on that day he was not in the .
plaza.
Asked if he knew the purpose for which the people met at the
government houses and by whose order; he answered that he knew
nothing; that no one had informed him of this ·until now when h~
was asked, nor had he heard or been aware of· anything said or
done in this respect.
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Asked what else he knew with reference to the matter under
consideration; he answered, nothing; that what he declared is the
truth; and having been read the same, declared it was true as given
and he affirmed this more than two times under the oath he gave,
signing this, his declaration with a cross, not being able to write,
before me and my corroborating witnesses, to which I attest.
Antonio Sandobal
Jose Maria Flores [Xl
Corroborating witness, Juan Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio Maria Lucero

Declaration of Antonio Jose Baca
Immediately on the same date, I, the judge of this cause, D.
Antonio Sandobal, and there appearing before me citizen Antonio
Jose Baca, I took his declaration under oath which he gave before
God our Lord and with the sign of the Holy Cross, under which
obligation he promised to declare the truth of what he may know.
Being questioned as to his name, status, age, occupation,. and residence, he declared that his name is Antonio Jose Baca, married,
twenty-six years old, by occupation an overseer and resident of
Tome.
Asked if on the morning of March 22, he was in the plaza of
Tomeand [if so] to relate and state all he may know; he stated
that on said day one citizen Bautista Silva came to call him and
advise him the judge had summoned him to come to the government houses with his arms for a review; he went and saw the judge
and asked to be excused because he was going to meet his mules
th'qt were expected from Sonora, and that the judge excused him
and he left after his arms had been examined.
.Asked if he knew the purpose for which the people met at the
government houses and 'by .whose order; he stated they were
gathered for review because ·wl1ent'he arHved there some people
had already arrived and he understood it was for a review, for his
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Declaration of T orilas Benavidez .
'Immediately following on the same date; I, the judge of this
cause, D. Antonio Sandoba:l, and there appearing citizen Tomas
Benavidez, I took his declaration under oath which he gave before
God our Lord and with ,the sign of the Holy Cross, under which
obligation he promised 'to declare the truth of what he may know.
Being questioned as to his name, status, age, occupation, and residence, he stated that' his' name, is Tomas' Benavidez, 'married,
twenty~fiveyea;~ old, a farmer, and a resident of Tome..
Asked if
the morning of March 22, he was in the plaza of
Tome, and [if so] to relate and state all he may know; he stated
that being the mayordomo of the acequia of Tome he was riot there
on that date, but that on the twenty-first being in his. house where
he lives, not far from the plaza, heobserved the alguacil making the
rounds and advising the people that they shouldasseinble the next
day in the plaza for a review; this he saw and even the sheriff himself so stated" but he was not himself summoned, nor did he go to
the plaza:."
.
.,
'.

on
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Asked if he knew that the suspended judge, D. Jose Manuel
Sanchez, engaged in any gross or insulting conduct toward the
Ecclesiastical Judge D. Jose de Jesus Baca; he declared he did not
know of a single word nor had he heard anyone say anything.
Asked what else he knew with reference to the matter under
consideration; he declared that he knew nothing; that what he
declared was the truth; and having been read the same declared it
was true as given, and he affirmed this more than two times under
the oath he gave, signing this, his declaration, with a cross, not
being able to write, before me and my corroborating witnesses,
to which I attest.
Antonio Sandobal
Tomas Benavidez [X]
Corroborating witness, Juan Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio Maria Lucero

Declaration of the Justice of the Peace of Valencia
On the sixth day of the month of April 1846, I, the Judge of the
First Instance, D. Antonio Sandobal, and there appearing the
justice of the peace of Valencia, I took his declaration under oath
which he gave before God our Lord and with the sign of the Holy
Cross, under which obligation he promised to declare the truth of
what he may know. Being questioned as to his name, status, age,
occupation, and residence, he stated that his name was Juan Jose
Sanchez, married, forty-six years of age, a farmer, and resident of
Valencia.
Asked if on the morning of said day he was in the plaza of
Tome, that he state and relate what he might know; he said yes.
Asked what was the reason for being in said plaza on said day; he
declared that he had gone for the purpose of bringing images of
that church by the order of Curate Baca, who had made them
available for the Holy Week ceremonies in their chapel [Valencia].
He went after mass and the father told him that they would invite
the alcalde and people to help them; and he sent the sacristan and
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he came back with the news that they could not come because they
were busy.
Curate Baca went and when he came back from there, he told
him to withdraw, that this was no time to take the images [and]
that he was going to close the church.
Asked if he knew for certain for what purpose there had been
assembled in the plaza a group of armed persons, he said he did not
know; that he saw the group of people at the government houses,
but that they were not armed.
Asked who was the leader of the group, he said that he did not
know who had assembled the group, nor with what purpose, nor
who headed it. Asked if he observed the Curate Jose de Jesus Baca
talking to the people, he answered that he did not; that he remained there in the churchyard and did not know what had
happened nor was he told.
Asked whether he knew whether the suspended judge, citizen
Jose Manuel Sanchez, took any part against the Curate, either as a
judge or personally, in this matter, he stated that he saw nothing
nor does he know anything about what is asked.
Asked whether he observed anything else with reference to the
matter under consideration, he declared that he knew nothing
more, that what he has stated is the truth; and having been read
the same, he declared it was true as given, and he affirmed this
more than two times under the oath he gave, signing this, his
declaration, before me and corroborating witnesses, to which I
attest.
Antonio Sandobal
Juan Jose Sanchez
Corroborating witness, Juan Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio Maria Lucero

Declaration of Manuel Vigil
Immediately on the same date, I, Antonio Sandobal, judge in
this cause, there appearing citizen Manuel Vigil, I took his
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declaration under oath which he gave before God our Lord and
with the sign of the Holy Qross, under which obligation he prom~
ised to declare the truth of what he may know. Being questioned
as to his name, status, age, occupation, and residence; he stated
that his name is Manuel Vigil, married, fifty-seven years of age, a
farmer, and a resident of Valencia.
Asked if on the morning of March 22, he was in the plaza of
Tome, and [if so] to relate and state all that he may know; he
answered yes, that he was there.
.
Asked why he went there on said day, he stated that he went
with other citizens for the images; that Curate Baca told him that
they were to go for them that day, and that they were to be used
for the Holy Week ceremonies in Valencia.
Asked if he knew for sure for what purpose the people of Tome
were gathered in the government houses and armed, he said he saw
them, but did not know for what purpose nor did he. see them
armed; and that he did not go to the place where they were..
Asked if he observed who was the leader of these persons or who
was at the head of these people, he answered he did not observe or
know who was their leader.
Asked whether Curate D. Jose de Jesus Baca was talkingto the
people, and with what words he expressed himself, he stated he
did not know what they were talking about; only that he saw him
send the sacristan and afterward he· went himself. That the
sacristan told him that they were not able to come because they
were busy; and when the curate returned from there, he said to
the judge of Valencia that he should leave; that this was no time
to remove the santos, and that he was going to close the church.
Asked if he saw that the suspended judge of Tome, D. Jose
Manuel Sanchez, had any differences with the curate in judicial or
personal matters, he declared he saw nothing nor heard anything.
. Asked what else he knew with reference to the. matter under
consideration; he stated that he knew nothing else; that what he
declared is the truth; and having been read the same, he declared
it was true as given and he affirmed this more than two times
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under the oath he gave, signing this, his declaration, before me·
and my corroborating witnesses, to which I attest.
Antonio Sandohal
Manuel Vigil
Corroborating witness, Juan Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio Maria Lucero

Declaration of citizen Francisco Antonio Chavez
Immediately on the same day, I, Don Antonio Sandobal, judge
in this cause, there appearing before me citizen Francisco Antonio
Chavez, I took his declaration under oath which he gave before
God our Lord and with the sign of the Holy Cross, under which
obligation he promised to declare the truth of what he may know.
Being questioned as to his name, status, age, occupation, and
residence, he stated that his name is Francisco Antonio Chavez,
married, twenty-eight years of age, by occupation a farmer, and a
resident of Valencia.
'
Asked if on the morning of March 22, he was in. the plaza of
Tome, and [if so] to state and relate all he may kriow; he answered
that he had been summoned by the judge at his place ofresidence,
so they might go to Tome to bring some images; being there, he
saw Curate Baca order the sacristan to go where the people were
gathered at the public buildings and to tell them to come to the
churchyard where he wanted to talk with them. The sacristan
returned and stated they had said they could not because they were
busy and that the curate himself went, and when he returned he
heard him state to the judge that they should leave and that he
then left.
Asked if he knew for certain for what purpose these people had
assembled with arms and with what object, he stated he did not
know for what purpose they were gathered nor did he see that they
were armed.'
'Asked if when the curate went to where the people were, if he
noted what words were used in the affair, he said he did not know
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nor did he hear any words either from one or the other side.
Asked if he saw whether the suspended justice of the peace of
Tome, D. Jose Manuel Sanchez, offended the curate, D. Jose
de Jesus Baca, in any manner, either judicially or personally, he
answered that he knew nothing nor saw anything of this.
Asked what else he knew about this matter, he said nothing
more, that what he has stated is the truth; and having been read the
same, he declared it was true as given and he affirmed this more
than two times under the oath he gave, signing this, his declaration,
before me and my corroborating witnesses, to which I attest.
Antonio Sandobal
Francisco Antonio Chavez
Corroborating witness, Juan Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio MariaLucero

Declaration of Jose de Jesus Lujan
Immediately on the same date, I, the Judge of the First Instance,
D. Antonio Sandobal, and there appearing before me citizen Jose
de Jesus Lujan, I took his declaration under oath which he gave
before God our Lord and with the sign of the Holy Cross, under
which obligation he promised to declare the truth of what he may
know. Being questioned as to his name, status, age, occupation,
and residence, he stated that his name is Jose de Jesus Lujan,
married, twenty-three years of age, a farmer, and a resident of
Valencii
Asked if on the morning of March 22 he was in the plaza of
Tome, and [if so] to relate and state all he may know; he stated
that having gone there on said day on order of the justice of the
peace of his residence, to bring some images, and being in the
churchyard, he saw that Curate Baca ordered the sacristan to go
where the people were gathered at the public buildings, and to
ask them to do him the favor of coming; he did not hear what the
sacristan had said, but he did note that the curate went there and
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when he returned he told the judge that he should leave; that the
images were not to be removed.
Asked if when Curate D. Jose de Jesus Baca was talking to the
people, if he knew what words passed between them; he said he
did not know nor did he hear anything. Asked if he saw the suspended justice of the peace of Tome, D. Jose Manuel Sanchez,
take any part or in any manner offend the curate, D. Jose de Jesus
Baca, either judicially or personally, he said that he knew nor saw
nothing, nor has he heard of this from anyone.
Asked if he knew anything further in the matter, he said that
he knew nothing more; that what he declared is the truth; and
having been read the same, he declared it was true as given and he
affirmed this more than two times under the oath he gave, signing
this, his declaration, before me and my corroborating witnesses, to
which I attest.

Antonio Sandohal
Jose de Jesus Lujan
Corroborating witness, Juan Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio Maria Lucero
Court of the First Instance of the Third District
Excellent Sir:
In the inquiry which has been held in this court regarding the
accused, Jose Manuel Sanchez, statements have been taken of the
substitute justice of the peace of Tome together with three other
citizens of the same plase; and in like manner of the justice of the
peace of Valencia anc~ three others of the same qualifications as
the former. All this has been done in legal manner and as is clear
from the depositions of each one, not the least proof or even imperfect evidence appears against the defendant.
Under this supposition I pass this case on to your Excellency so
that you may be completely reliably informed on the state of the
case; and in accordance with your Excellency's order that a report
be made to him every three days, I therefore did this.
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I have the honor of communicating this to your Excellency for
your information, at the same time submitting my expressions of
esteem and respect. God and Law.
Varelas, April 7, r846.
Excellent Sir, Antonio Sandobal
Excellent Sir: Governor Manuel Armijo
Superior Government of the Department
Apprised of the contents of your official communication of. the
seventh of this month, I see that you state that after the proceedings
no proof of crime appears against the accused Jose Manuel Sanchez. Because you even affirm that testimony was given by eight
witnesses, including the substitute justice of the peace of Tome
and the justice of the peace of Valencia, as is of record in your
communication to which I am replying.
The government cannot intercede further. Except, that since
said judge was responsible for this, he is to be ineligible to continue
in his office. The remainder is not within the government's jurisdiction, and indeed, the judge of the case is the only one responsible for the conduct of proceedings in his court. God and Liberty.
April 8, r846.
Manuel Armijo
Judge of the First Instance, Antonio Sandobal
In the villa of Alburquerque, on the eighth day of the month of
April r846, I, the Judge of the First Instance of the Third District;
D. Antonio Sandobal, in view of the declarations made in the
hearings had as to the accusations made against citizen Jose
Manuel Sanchez by Curate Jose de Jesus Baca, and there being no
proof of the crime charged, I should and do order that the said
Sanchez be given his freedom, there being reserved to the parties
the right to exceptions. And let them be informed, notifying
Sanchez of the official communication which under this date the
Governor transmits to this court to the present judge. By this
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decree, I so provided, ordered, and signed with my corroborating
witnesses, to which I attest.
AntOnio Sandobal
Corroborating witness, Juan Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio Maria Lucero

Report
Immediately on the same date, I, Judge of the First Instance,
D. Antonio Sandobal, having placed at liberty citizen Jose Manuel
Sanchez, he was notified of the content of the preceding decree.
He said that he is infOl}ned of its content. In like manner, let an
official communication be issued to Curate D. Jose de Jesus Baca,
with a copy of the same decree, for his information and notification.
And in order that it may be of record, I set down this report with
my rubric and those of my corro?orating witnesses, to which I
attest.
Antonio'Sandobal
Corroborating witness, Juan Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio Maria Lucero

Court of the First Instance of the Third District
In the proceedings had by virtue of the accusation you made
against the ex-justice of the peace, citizen Jose Manuel Sanchez,
the following decree bears the official seal (S). I transmit it to you
for your infoimation and such purposes as may be pertinent. God
and Law.
.
Varelas, April 8, 1846,
Antonio Sandobal

Ecclesiastical Judge, Curate Jose de Jesus Baca
Legal copy made from the original, to which I refer, its correction
and emendation being witnessed by citizens Juan Antonio Aragon
and Antonio Constante, having been copied accurately and legally
at the request of citizen Jose Manuel Sanchez, for whatever pur-
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poses he may find pertinent; and in order that it may be of record,
I signed with the aforesaid witnesses.
In Varelas, April 25, 1846.

Antonio Sandobal
Corroborating witness, Juan Antonio Aragon
Corroborating witness, Antonio Constante
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NEW PERSPECTIVES ON THE PUEBLOS. Edited by Alfonso Ortiz. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1972. Pp. xx, 340. Maps, app.,
index. $11.00.
THIS is a genuinely significant volume deserving inclusion in libraries of
Southwesterners as well as those of specialists in other areas or laymen generally interested in the latest from the social sciences.
The School of American Research, Santa Fe, and its Director, Douglas
W. Schwartz, are to be congratulated, both for continuing the series of
stimulating seminars and for following through with prompt publication of
the proceedings. For any reader with some familiarity with Pueblo Indians,
the roster of participants is of more than passing interest. Familiar and
unfamiliar names, at least to this reviewer, are about equally balanced,
with a slight preponderance of the former. However; the quality of papers,
covering a wide gamut of topics, is uniformly high; aside from the summary discussions, each offers fresh insights and new' appraisals which make
their inclusion in the volume of "New Perspectives" most appropriate.
In addition to pinpointing various questions which still lack solutions
insofar as Puebloan cultures are concerned, the authors have offered critical
appraisals of earlier hypotheses in Puebloan culture history. These pertain
to interrelationships among the several Pueblo tribes and also to relations
with neighboring non-Puebloan peoples.
Following an introductory statement by Alfonso Ortiz, the scene is set
by Richard I. Ford's paper, "An Ecological Perspective on the Eastern
Pueblos," which emphasizes contemporary data but includes historical
materials as well. "Three Perspectives on Puebloan Prehistory," by Richard
I. Ford, Albert H. Schroeder, and Stewart L. Peckham, extends the discussion from historic pueblos back through time to the antecedent "Basketmaker III Base Line." The discussion blends views of the three authors
and includes their appraisals of earlier treatments of these topics by
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various writers using archaeological, linguistic, historical, and ethnographic
data.
Albert H. Schroeder reviews "Rio Grande Ethnohistory" in his characteristically detailed discussion of innumerable documentary sources; Robin
Fox offers a similarly detailed discussion in his "Some Unsolved Problems
of Pueblo Social Organization," focusing his attention on comparisons
among his own Keresan Bridge, Fred Eggan's Social Organizations of the
Western Pueblos, and the recently published T ewa World, by Ortiz.
Kenneth Hale's "A New Perspective on American Indian Linguistics"
shifts focus to a non-Puebloan tribe, the Papago. Together with Albert
Alvarez, a Papago, Hale pleads for engaging "Amerian Indians in active
study of their own languages-not as- informants as in the past, but as
linguists, philologists, lexicographers, creative writers and the like." While
not an entirely new idea, the two authors urge this approach be followed
much more commonly (and fruitfully) than has been the case to date..
Papers by Ortiz, "Ritual Drama and the Pueblo World View," and by
Louis A Hieb, "Meaning and Mismeaning: Toward an Understanding
of the Ritual Clown," return the discussion to a Puebloan emphasis. From
"An Overview of Pueblo Religion," by Byron Harvey, III, the arts take
over, with Dennis Tedlock's "Pueblo Literature: Style and Verisimilitude,"
and 'The Ethnomusicology of the Eastern Pueblos," by Don L. Roberts;
both papers review the past and discuss the future, with suggested topics
and problems for research. The final paper, "Acculturation Processes and
Population Dynamics," by John J. Bodine, considers acculturative trends
over recent decades and goes on to analyze selected variables operant in
these trends.
Fred Eggan contributes the "Summary," reviewing the papers in sequence and adding comments, placing the "New Perspectives" within the
cont~xt of earlier interpretations including his own respected syntheses.
From these discussions, it is amply demonstrated, again, that research in
the Southwest and among the Pueblos has not been exhausted. Substantive
data are still often lacking-some irretrievably lost but yet others virtually
uninvestigated-even now! In continuing the research so desperately
needed, the message of this volume is clear. As noted, Hale and others have
urged involvements from the ranks of the Indians themselves; this particular volume serves as an appropriate example-its editor is Alfonso Ortiz, of
San Juan Pueblo and the Princeton faculty, and it has been dedicated to
the memory of Edward P. Dozier, of Santa Clara Pueblo and Professor at
the University of Arizona.
Hopefully, others will follow!

Northern Illincns University

CHARLES

H.

LANGE
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THE BEGINNING OF THE WEST: ANNALS OF THE KANSAS GATEWAY TO
THE AMERICAN WEST 1540-1854. By Louise Barry. Topeka: Kansas
State Historical Society, 19/2. Pp. viii, 1296. Illus., maps, app., index.
$14·75·
THE LATE DALE MORGAN, writing the foreword to this book, describes it as
a "monumental compilation." Further, he says that "scholars who fail to
make adequate use of it will give us eloquent testimony of their incapacity."
This reviewer wholeheartedly agrees. The Beginning of the West is local
history, regional history, and a who-was-who of three centuries of western
history.
This volume was never intended as a literary story, but rather a record
of what happened and who traveled through and lived in what became
Kansas. It progresses initially by years, then narrows in focus, by the nineteenth century, to months and days. Barry used the general format of
quoting or paraphrasing statements about Kansas, then briefly identifying
the individuals who wrote them. Following each entry is a reference section
which will be of great help to researchers.
There is far too much information crammed into this volume to begin
to try to summarize it. The first 260 years are covered in 44 pages, then
each year takes increasingly more space until a banner one such as 1849
is reviewed in 88 pages. The coverage ends with Kansas' becoming a territory. The types of facts that may be garnered are endless, from who used
what trail to the first marriage to the grim toll taken by cholera in the 1840'S
and 1850'S.
New Mexico scholars will find much of interest, because many who came
to the Southwest traversed Kansas; Miss Barry traces them all, the obscure
as well as the better known. Supplementing the text are well-chosen pictures and maps; the latter will be especially intriguing if one takes the time
to study them carefully to observe the evolution of information on western
topography.
Both the author and the Kansas State Historical Society are to be commended for the patience and skill demanded to put this volume together. It
will serve as a useful historical tool for years, not just for Kansas history,
but for much of the region that is known as the Trans-Missouri frontier
as well.
Fort Lewis College
Durango, Colorado

DUANE A. SMITH

